CHAPTER 3: EDUCATION

INTRODUCTION

          The development of a comprehensive education system in Bhutan was initiated in 1961. Prior to that the time there were virtually no modern education facilities inside Bhutan, apart from the traditional education given in the monasteries. Today there is an extensive network of schools and other educational institutions spread throughout the country. Many schools contain boarding facilities for students living in areas far from the nearest school.

          While the medium of instruction in schools is English, Bhutan’s national language Dzongkha is taught as a compulsory subject from primary to college level. School curriculum also includes religious instruction, training in traditional arts and crafts and agriculture. The division of education maintains an extensive range of data on students, schools and teaching personnel, some summary data are presented in this chapter.

