CHAPTER 1

POPULATION
This chapter contains statistics on the basic attributes of population such as the size and the growth of population, its geographical distribution, its structure by sex and age etc. The principle source of data on population is the population and housing census of Bhutan 2005 (PHCB), which is conducted every ten years. The Population and Housing Census in Bhutan is first conducted in May 2005 as per the UN standards and had been enumerated using both de facto and de jure method. The census provides a complete count of the population according to a range of characteristics such as demography, health, education and other social aspects. It is useful not only because they provide a range of current population data but also used as a benchmark for making population estimates in non-census years and for population projections. 
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The Population and Housing Census of Bhutan 2005 enumerated 634,982 persons out of which 333,595 persons are male and 301,387 are females. The urban population consists of 196,111 persons while 438,871 are in the rural areas. 
The average annual rate of population growth is expected to decline from 1.8 percent in 2005-2010 to around 1.0 percent in 2020-2030.
The interpretations of demographic indicators are:
Crude Birth Rate: Number of live births in a year per thousand population.
General Fertility Rate: Number of live births in a year per thousand women in the childbearing age 

                                    (15 to 49).

General Marital Fertility Rate: A ratio of number of births to 1000 married women in the 
reproductive ages.
Total Fertility Rate: Average number of children born by women during their reproductive span of 
                                life.
Crude Death Rate: Number of deaths in a year per thousand population.
Infant Mortality Rate: Number of deaths during first year of life per thousand live births.
Rate of Natural Increase: The difference between the crude birth rate and the crude death rate.
Index of Aging: It is the number of persons aged 65 and over as a percentage of the number of 
                           persons aged 0 to 14.
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