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Preface iii

PREFACE

This Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan (SYB) 2025 publication is the 42nd edition. It is a compre-
hensive and systematic compendium of basic statistical information of the country’s socio-eco-
nomic conditions.

The SYB is expected to serve as the principal source of information for planners, policy mak-
ers, researchers and academicians. The compilation is based on information gathered from
administrative data maintained by various ministries, agencies, corporations and private or-
ganizations as well as through periodic statistical censuses and surveys.

Every effort has been made to ensure that this publication meets acceptable statistical stand-
ards. Data validation, compilation and updating protocols have been strictly observed with

all the data producing and disseminating agencies. New data series on topics of interest are
included as and when available. Brief explanatory notes on coverage and data sources, wher-
ever required, have also been provided for the benefit of the users.

The NSB would like to acknowledge the contribution of different ministries, agencies, corpo-
rations and private organizations for providing data and information for SYB 2025. In order to
improve the quality of the forthcoming issues, we solicit comments and suggestions from the
users. This publication can also be accessed through NSB website (www.nsb.gov.bt)

The Statistical Yearbook 2024 and 2025 are published together as one consolidated report,
i.e., Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan 2025.

Sonam Tenzin
Director General
National Statistics Bureau

June 2025
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X Notes for Users

NOTES FOR USERS

Unless otherwise indicated, the present issue of the Yearbook contains statistics
available as of December 2024. For some tables, there are footnotes indicating infor-
mation specific to each figure in the table.
The following notations are used in the tables:
0 If not at all happened/no count

Data not available

A point is used to indicate decimal
NA  Data not applicable

§] Negative figures

/ If there is a back slash between two years, it indicates financial year (from July
to June, example: 2023/24)

- A hyphen between years (e.g., 2023-2024) signifies the entire period, including
both the starting and ending years

Detail figures in the tables may not add up to the totals because of rounding. When
contents of this book are to be quoted or copied inother publication/report, please
give due credit by referring the title of this yearbook (Example) Source: Statistical
Yearbook of Bhutan 2025, National Statistics Bureau. For additional information on
data or for any other queries, please refer to the original source or National Statistics
Bureau.
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Units of Measurements Xi

UNITS OF MEASUREMENT

Length Measurements
Standard Units

1 foot =12 inches

1 yard = 3 feet = 36 inches

1 mile = 1,760 yards = 5,280 feet = 63,360 inches
Metric Units

1 centimeter = 10 millimeters

1 meter = 100 centimeters = 1,000 millimeters

1 kilometer = 1,000 meters = 100,000 centimeters = 100,000,000 millimeters
Conversion

1 inch = 2.54 centimeters = 25.4 millimeters

1 foot = 30.48 centimeters

1 yard = 0.91 meters

1 mile = 1.6 kilometers

1 millimeter = 0.04 inches

1 centimeter = .39 inches = 0.0325 feet

1 meter = 3.28 feet

1 kilometer = 0.62 miles

Weight Measurements
Standard Units

1 pound = 16 solid ounces

1 shortton =2,000 pounds = 32,000 ounces

1 ton = 2240 pounds = 35,840 ounces

1 troy ounce (used in gold) =1.1 ounces

1 Tola =11.66375 grams = 0.375 troy ounce
Metric Units

1 kilogram = 1,000 grams

1 ton = 1,000 kilograms = 1,000,000 grams
Conversion

1 ounce = 28.34 grams

1 pound = 0.45 kilograms =450 grams

1 shortton =0.9 ton =900 kilograms = 900,000 grams
1 gram = 0.035 ounces

1 kilogram =2.2 pounds = 35.2 ounces

1 ton = 1.1 short ton = 35,200 ounces
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Xii Units of Measurements

Volume Measurements
Standard Units
1 tablespoon

1 fluid ounce = 2 tablespoons
1 cup = 8 fluid ounces = 16 tablespoons
1 pint =2 cups = 16 fluid ounces
1 quart =2 pints =4 cups

1 gallon =4 quarts = 8 pints

Metric Units

1 liter = 1,000 milliliters

Conversion

1 fluid ounce = 29.57 milliliters
1 pint =0.47 liters = 470 milliliters

1 quart = 0.95 liters = 950 milliliters

1 gallon = 3.78 liters = 3,780 milliliters
1 milliliter = 0.03 fluid ounces

1 liter = 1,000 milliliters =2.11 pints

1 liter = 1.06 quarts

1 liter =0.26 gallons

Time Measurements

Standard Units

1 minute = 60 seconds

1 hour = 60 minutes = 3,600 seconds
1 day = 24 hours = 1,440 minutes
1 year = 365.25 days = 8,766 hours

1 leap year = 366.25 days (once every four years)
1 decade =10 years

1 century =10 decades =100 years

1 millennium= 10 centuries = 100 decades
Land Measurement

Standard Units

1 Hectare =2.471 acres

1 Acre = 4047 square meters

1 Acre = 43,560 square feet

1 Acre =100 decimals

= 3 teaspoons

1 Decimal = 435.60 square feet
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= 6 teaspoons

= 48 teaspoons
= 32 tablespoons
= 32 fluid ounces
=16 cups

= 86,400 seconds
= 525,960 minutes

= 1,000 years



Facts about Bhutan

KEY FACTS ABOUT BHUTAN - 2025

Land Area (Sqg. km) 38,394
Forest Cover (Percent) 69.71
Projected Population, 2025 784,043
Natural Population Growth Rate (Percent), PHCB 2017 0.9
Average Household Size, (PHCB, 2017) 3.9
National Language Dzongkha

National Currency

Number of Hospitals, 2024

Number of Doctors, 2024

Number of Schools, Institutes and Centers, 2024

Number of Teachers, Lecturers, Instructors, Trainers & Facilitators, 2024
Number of Students (Including Institutes & NFE), 2024

Number of Civil Servants, (as of 31st December 2024)

Labour Force Participation Rate, (LFS 2024)

Unemployment Rate, (LFS 2024)

Number of Active Fixed Line Connection, 2024

Number of B-Mobile Subscribers, 2024

Number of Tashicell Subscribers, 2024

Number of Postal Infrastructures, 2024

Total Road Length (Km.), 2024

Number of Registered Vehicles as of June 2024

Electricity Generation (MU), 2024

Electricity Exports (MU), 2024

Number of Tourist Arrivals (MDPR), 2024

Number of Total Industrial Establishments as of December 2024 (Active)
Balance of Trade (Nu.in Million), 2024

Exchange Rate (Calendar Year), Nu. Per US $, 2024

Gross International Money Reserves (US $ in Million), 2024

Total Thirteenth Plan Budgetary Outlay (Nu.in Million) 2024 - 2029
GDP at Current Market Price (Nu.in Million), 2024

Annual Average Inflation Rate (Percent), 2024

Purchasing Power of Ngultrum (PPN) 2024 (Dec 2012 = 100)

Ngultrum (Nu.)
59

350

1674

13255

196612

29723

63.9

3.5
10,335

500,862
338,644
38
18,270.83
126,227
11,673.26
5,468.20
144,793
47,000
(71,880)
83.410
661.504

310,049.373

280,007.94

2.82
56.3

Note: Dental Specialist and Dental Surgeon not inlcuded in the aggregation of number of doctor

Xiii
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Bhutan

BHUTAN

Location and Extent

Bhutan is a small and landlocked country, situated
between China (Tibet) and India. It has an area of
38,394 square kilometers. It has an east-west
dimension (longest) stretching around 300 kilometers
and 170 kilometers at its maximum north-south
dimension. Bhutan is located in the eastern Himalayas
and is mostly mountainous and heavily forested. It
shares a 470 kilometers long border with Tibet (China’s
Xizang Autonomous Region) in the north and
northwest, 605 kilometers with the Indian state of

Relief and Surface Features

Bhutan is one of the most rugged mountain terrains in
the world. It has elevations ranging from 160 meters to
more than 7,000 meters above sea level. Bhutan’s
highest peak Jhomo Lhari, overlooking the Chumbi
Valley in the west, is 7,314 meters above sea level. In
the north, the snowcapped Great Himalayan Range
reaches heights of over 7,500 meters above sea level
and extends along the Bhutan-China border. The
northern region consists of an arc of glaciated
mountain peaks with an arctic climate at the highest
elevations. Alpine valleys in this region provide
pasturage for livestock tended by a sparse population

practicing transhumance.

The Inner Himalayas are southward spurs of the Great

Himayalan Range. The Black Mountains, in central
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Sikkim in the west, West Bengal in the southwest,
Assam in the south and southeast, and Arunachal

Pradesh in the east.

About 70 percent of the Kingdom is covered with
forests; 7 percent with year-round snow and glaciers;
nearly 3 percent is cultivated or agriculture areas; and
4 percent as meadows and pastures, while the rest of
the land is either barren, rocky or scrubland.

Bhutan, form a watershed between two major river
systems, the Mo Chhu and the Drangme Chhu. Peaks
in the Black Mountains range between 1,500 meters
and 2,700 meters above sea level, and the fast-flowing
rivers have carved out spectacular gorges in the lower
mountain areas. The woodlands of the central region
provide most of Bhutan’s valuable forest production.
Eastern Bhutan is divided by yet another southward
spur. Western Bhutan has fertile, cultivated valleys and
terraced river basins. In the south, the Southern Hills,
or Siwalik Hills, the foothills of the Himalayas, are
covered with dense deciduous forest, alluvial lowland
river valleys, and mountains that reach to around 1,500
meters above sea level. The foothills descend into the

subtropical plain.



Climate and Vegetation

The country is divided into three distinct climatic zones:
alpine, temperate and subtropical zones. Bhutan’s
climate is as varied as its altitudes and, like most of
Asia, it is affected by the monsoons. The climate is
humid and subtropical in the southern plains and
foothills, temperate in the inner Himalayan valleys of
the central regions, and cold in the north, with year-

round snow on the main Himalayan range.

Temperatures vary according to elevation. Most of the
central portion of the country experiences a cool,
temperate climate year round. In the south, a hot,
humid climate helps maintain a fairly even temperature
range of between 15° C and 30° C year-round,
although temperatures sometimes reach beyond 35° C
in the valleys during the summer. Annual precipitation
ranges widely in various parts of the country. In the
severe climate of the north, there is only about forty
millimeters of annual precipitation- primarily snow. In
the temperate central regions, a yearly average of
around 1,000 millimeters is more common, and 7,800
millimeters per year has been registered at some
locations in the humid, subtropical south, ensuring the
thick tropical forest. Thimphu experiences dry winter
months (December through February) and almost no
precipitation until March, when rainfall averages 20
millimeters a month and increases steadily thereafter
to a high of 220 millimeters in August for a total annual

rainfall of nearly 650 millimeters.

Bhutan’s generally dry spring starts in early March and

lasts until mid-April. Summer weather commences in

Bhutan

mid-April with occasional showers and continues
through the early monsoon rains of late June. The
summer monsoon lasts from late June through late
September with heavy rains from the southwest. The
monsoon weather, blocked from its northward progress
by the Himalayas, brings heavy rains, high humidity,
flash floods and landslides, and numerous misty,
overcast days. Autumn, from late September or early
October to late November, follows the rainy season. It
is characterized by bright, sunny days and some early
snowfalls at higher elevations. From late November
until March, winter sets in, with frost throughout much
of the country and snowfall common above elevations
of 3,000 meters. The winter northeast monsoon brings

gale force winds down through high mountain passes.

There is a pronounced difference in the vegetation
cover in three different zones of the country and it is
mostly due to the prevalence of varied climatic
conditions across the kingdom. The southern foothills
are mostly covered by the dense and thick deciduous
trees while the inner regions are dotted by an infinite
variety of plants, flowers and trees including birch,
pine, chestnut, oak, apples, peaches and plums are
also grown in the fertile valleys. The northern part with
the tundra type of climate allows the growth of
coniferous trees and other alpine growths like
magnolia, rhododendrons, birch, fir, spruce etc... The
vegetation is the overall expression of various
ecological factors, and it is one of the basic analytical
tools for developing and understanding the mountain

environment.

XV
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Bhutan

Drainage Pattern

Fed by fresh snow each winter and slow melting in the
summer, the glaciers bring millions of liters of fresh
water to Bhutan and downriver areas each year.
Bhutan has four major river systems: the Drangme
Chhu; the Puna Tsang Chhu; the Wang Chhu; and the
Amo Chhu. Each flows swiftly out of the Himalayas,
southerly through the Duars to join the Brahmaputra
River in India. The largest river system, the Drangme
Chhu, flows southwesterly from India’s state of
Arunachal Pradesh and has three major tributaries: the
Drangme Chhu, Mangde Chhu, and Chamkhar Chhu.
These rivers form the Drangme Chhu basin. In the
Duars, where eight tributaries join, the Drangme Chhu
is called the Manas Chhu. The 320-kilometer-long

Puna Tsang Chhu rises in northwestern Bhutan as the

Government

On 17th December 1907, the civil and monastic

representatives  unanimously crowned  Ugyen
Wangchuck as the first hereditary monarch of Bhutan.
It was the strength and the farsightedness of Ugyen
Wangchuck that for the first time Bhutan was united
under a central authority providing the country with
stability and opportunity for development. In 1926 his
son Jigme Wangchuck succeeded Ugyen Wangchuck.
The third Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Dorji Wangchuck began
a campaign of modernization and expansion of
Bhutan’s government and society based on the
accomplishments of his two predecessors in uniting the
country under a strong central authority. Hence, the
National Assembly consisting of representatives of the
people, the Monastic order and civil administration was

established in 1953.
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Mo Chhu and Pho Chhu, which are fed by the snows
and glaciers from the Great Himalayan Range. They
flow southerly to Punakha, where they join to form the
Puna Tsang Chhu, which flows southerly into India’s
state of West Bengal. The Wang Chhu, which is 370
kilometers of lows southeasterly through west-central
Bhutan, drains the Ha, Paro, and Thimphu valleys, and
continues through the foothills, before it finally drains
into West Bengal. The smallest river system, the Torsa
Chhu, known as the Amo Chhu in its northern reaches,
flows swiftly through western Bhutan before
broadening near Phuntsholing and then flowing into
India. Glaciers in northern Bhutan, which cover about
10 percent of the total surface area, are an important

renewable source of water for Bhutan'’s rivers.

The fourth Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Singye Wangchuck
became the King in 1972. There had been a steady
decentralization of decision-making and institute
building since then. His Majesty’s philosophy of Gross
National Happiness guided Bhutan into the 21st
century. The most momentous change in the structure
of the government came in 1998 after the devolution of
the executive power by His Majesty the King to the
Council of Ministers. The Fourth Druk Gyalpo initiated
the drafting of Bhutan’s first Constitution in 2001 and
was eventually enacted in 2008. The King abdicated

the throne in favour of the crown prince in 2006.

The fifth Druk Gyalpo, His Majesty King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck acceded to the throne on
December 14, 2006 and was crowned on November 6,
2008. The head of government is the Prime Minister,

who is elected from the ruling political party.



Administrative System

The administrative system in the country consists of
Central Government and Local Government. The
Central Government comprises Ministries,
Departments and Autonomous bodies. The Local
Government comprises Dzongkhag Tshogdu, Gewog

Tshogde and Thromde Tshogde.

In order to plan and review the development activities

most efficiently in the Dzongkhag, the Dzongkhag

The National Assembly

The National Assembly (Gyelyong Tshogdu) consists
of 47 members who are elected representatives from
the 47 Constituencies. The main functions of the
National Assembly are to enact, amend or repeal laws
and approve the national budget. The National
Assembly also reviews and approves the Five Year
Plans which are formulated by the government in
consultation with the people of every Dzongkhag. It
also deliberates on issues that affect the security and
well-being of the country and promotes the welfare and

happiness of the people. The National Assembly meets

The National council

The National Council was established in 2008 under
Article 11 of the Constitution of Bhutan. There are 25
members of which 20 are elected by the people from
20 Dzongkhags and the remaining 5 are nominated by
His Majesty, the Druk Gyalpo. Their tenure is for five
years which commences from the date of the first
sitting. The main functions of the National Council are

to:

i. Ensure that the government safeguards
the interest of the nation and fulfills the
aspirations of the people through public
review of polices and issues, bills and
other legislation, and scrutiny of state

functions.

Bhutan

Tshogdu was established in 1981. The Dzongkhag
Tshogdu comprises elected representatives of the
people with its chairman elected among the Gups.
Similarly, the Gewog Tshogde was established in 1991
to further decentralize the decision making process.
The Gewog Tshogde comprises Gup, Mangmi and
Tshogpas. The main role of the Gewog Tshogde is to
plan, prioritize and implement the developmental

activities in their respective Gewogs.

twice a year. However, if an important and emergency
matter demands, special sessions of the National
Assembly may be convened by the speaker. The
duration of the National Assembly session is governed
by the nature and scope of the points for discussion
received from the people. A session normally lasts
about three weeks. The speaker is the presiding officer
of the House and is assisted by a Deputy Speaker. The
day to day administration of the National Assembly
rests with the secretariat which is headed by a

secretary.

ii. Act as the house of review on matters
affecting the security and sovereignty of
the country and the interests of the nation
and people that need to be brought to the
notice of His Majesty, the Druk Gyalpo,
the Prime Minister and the National

Assembly.

The National Council meets twice a year. However,
special sessions may also be convened depending
upon the needs. The chairperson, who is elected from
among 25 members, is the Presiding Officer of the
House, and is assisted by a Deputy Chairperson. The
National Council has seven working committees;
namely the House Committee, the Legislative

Committee, the Economic Affairs Committee, the

XVii
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Social & Cultural Affairs Committee, the Natural
Resources and Environment Committee, the Good
Governance Committee and the Foreign Relation
Committee. Each committee has a minimum of seven

members headed by a Chairperson who is elected

The Monastic Body

The Monastic Body comprises the Central Monastic
Body and the Rabdeys (Dzongkhag Monastic Body).
The Central Monastic Body receives annual subsidies
from the Government to manage and run its day to day
affairs. The Monastic Body is the sole arbiter on
religious matters. The Je-Khenpo (Chief Abbot) is the
head of the monastic body and is responsible for the
nation’s religious affairs. He is chosen from among
high ranking monks. Apart from being thoroughly
versed in all branches of religious scholarship and
practice, the candidate must also have undergone
prolonged mediation. The present Je-Khenpo Trulku
Jigme Chhoeda is the 70th in succession. He was

appointed in 1996.
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from the seven members. The National Council is
assisted in the discharge of its parliamentary functions
by a secretariat which is headed by a Secretary

General.

The Je-Khenpo is assisted by five high-ranking Lopens
(Masters) viz. Dorji Lopen acts as Deputy Je-Khenpo
and the Chief of all Lopens (Masters), Yangbi Lopen
heads the liturgical division inclusive of Sacred
Dances, Rituals Arts, and Metrical Ryhme, Drabi
Lopen heads Lexicographical division that includes
literature, grammar, lexicon, met rics and prosody,
Tshenyi Lopen heads the division of Metaphysics and
Logic and Tsugla Lopen is responsible for the higher
studies of the monastic Body. There are also monastic
bodies in the Dzongkhags headed by Lam Neeten. He
is assisted by Umzey, Kudrung and the lopens

(teachers) of different areas.



1 Population

CHAPTER 1
POPULATION

This chapter presents statistics on the basic attributes of
population, such as the size and the growth of population,
geographical distribution, sex and age composition and
other related indicators. It also presents the population
projection for the country by dzongkhag, sex, age group
and area using 2017 population and housing census as
the base population. The data on population is essential
for formulation of plans and programs and resource

allocation of the government.

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS

Crude Birth Rate:

General Fertility Rate:
General Marital Fertility Rate:
Total Fertility Rate:

Gross Reproductive Rate:

The primary source of data on population is the
population and housing census, which is conducted
periodically. The Population and Housing Census in
Bhutan was first conducted in May 2005 and the second
round was conducted in May 2017 as per the UN
standards. The Population and Housing Census provides
a complete count of the population according to a range
of characteristics such as demography, health, education

and other social aspects.

Number of live births in a year per thousand population.

Number of live births in a year per thousand women in the Childbearing age (15 to 49).
A ratio of number of births to 1000 married women in the Reproductive ages.

Average number of children born by women during their reproductive span of life.

Measures the extent to which a cohort of newly born girls will replace their

mothers under pre-determined schedules of fertility and mortality.

Crude Death Rate:
Infant Mortality Rate:

Maternal Mortality Ratio:
live births.
Rate of Natural Increase:

Dependency Ratio:

Number of deaths in a year per thousand population.
Number of deaths during first year of life per thousand live births.

The annual number of deaths of women from pregnancy related causes per 100,000

The difference between the crude birth rate and the crude death rate.

Measures the number of dependents as a percentage of population aged 15 to 64.

Child dependency refers to children aged 0 to 14 years, while old age dependency
refers to persons aged 65 and over.

Index of Aging:

It is the number of persons aged 65 and over as a percentage of the number of
persons aged 0 to 14

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025
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2 1 Population
Table 1.1: Key Demographic Indicators, 2017

Indicators Area Sex Both Sex
Urban Rural| Female Male
Total Population (numbers) 274,967 452,178 346,692 380,453 727,145
Population Density (per km2) 19.0
Number of household 60,394 102,607 NA NA 163,001
Mean Household Size 4.0 3.8 NA NA 3.9
Sex Ratio 110.0
Total Dependency Ratio 47.0
Child Dependency Ratio 38.3
Old Age dependency Ratio 8.7
Median Age 26.6 27.2 26.9
Aging Index 22.7 22.8 22.7
Life Expectancy (years) 71.7 68.8 70.2
Mean age at first birth (years) 22.0 21.0 21.0
Crude Birth Rate(per 1000) 17.8 14.0 15.5
Crude Death Rate(per 1000) 5.5 7.5 6.3 71 6.7
Child Surivival Rate 96.2 93.0 94.1
Total Fertility Rate 1.7 1.8 1.7
General Fertility Rate 58.0 57.0 57.3
Infant Mortality Rate 12.0 17.5 13.5 16.6 151
Child Mortality Rate 13.3 23.3 18.4 19.4 19.0
Under Five Mortality Rate 25.3 40.8 31.9 36.0 34.1
Disability Prevalance Rate 1.1 2.8 2.3 2.0 2.1

Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan, NSB, 2017.
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1 Population 3
Table 1.2: Population by Sex and Dzongkhag/Thromde, 2017

Number of Persons Percent Sex
Dzongkhag/Thromde .

Male Female Both Sex Male Female Both Sex Ratio
Bumthang 9,396 8,424 17,820 52.7 47.3 100.0 111.5
Chhukha 36,041 32,925 68,966 52.3 47.7 100.0 109.5
Phuentsholing Thromde 15,052 12,606 27,658 54.4 45.6 100.0 118.9
Other than Phuentsholing Thromde 20,989 20,319 41,308 50.8 49.2 100.0 103.6
Dagana 12,956 12,009 24,965 51.9 48.1 100.0 107.9
Gasa 2,104 1,848 3,952 53.2 46.8 100.0 113.9
Haa 7,435 6,220 13,655 54.4 45.6 100.0 119.5
Lhuentse 7,407 7,030 14,437 51.3 48.7 100.0 105.4
Monggar 18,247 18,903 37,150 491 50.9 100.0 96.5
Paro 23,941 22,375 46,316 51.7 48.3 100.0 107.0
Pema Gatshel 11,922 11,710 23,632 50.4 49.6 100.0 101.8
Punakha 15,079 13,661 28,740 52.5 47.5 100.0 110.4
Samdrup Jongkhar 18,329 16,750 35,079 52.3 47.7 100.0 109.4
Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde 5,016 4,309 9,325 53.8 46.2 100.0 116.4
Other than Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde 13,313 12,441 25,754 51.7 48.3 100.0 107.0
Samtse 32,022 30,568 62,590 51.2 48.8 100.0 104.8
Sarpang 24,018 21,986 46,004 52.2 47.8 100.0 109.2
Gelephu Thromde 5,146 4,712 9,858 52.2 47.8 100.0 108.1
Other than Gelephu Thromde 18,872 17,274 36,146 52.2 47.8 100.0 109.5
Thimphu 72,522 66,214 138,736 52.3 47.7 100.0 109.5
Thimphu Thromde 58,996 55,555 114,551 51.5 48.5 100.0 106.2
Other than Thimphu Thromde 13,526 10,659 24,185 55.9 441 100.0 126.9
Trashigang 23,414 22,104 45,518 514 48.6 100.0 105.9
Trashi Yangtse 8,719 8,581 17,300 50.4 49.6 100.0 101.6
Trongsa 11,878 8,082 19,960 59.5 40.5 100.0 147.0
Tsirang 11,526 10,850 22,376 51.5 48.5 100.0 106.2
Wangdue Phodrang 24,302 17,884 42,186 57.6 424 100.0 135.9
Zhemgang 9,195 8,568 17,763 51.8 48.2 100.0 107.3
Total 380,453 346,692 727,145 52.3 47.7 100.0 109.7

Note: Excludes 8,408 tourists/non-Bhutanese found in hotels on the census day

Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan, NSB, 2017
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1 Population
Table 1.3: Population by Sex, Area and Dzongkhag, 2017
Urban Rural Both Areas

Dzongkhag

Male Female Both Sex Male Female Both Sex Male Female Both Sex
Bumthang 3,570 3,066 6,636 5,826 5,358 11,184 9,396 8,424 17,820
Chhukha 18,981 16,540 35,521 17,060 16,385 33,445 36,041 32,925 68,966
Dagana 2,450 2,263 4,713| 10,506 9,746 20,2521 12,956 12,009 24,965
Gasa 795 571 1,366 1,309 1,277 2,586 2,104 1,848 3,952
Haa 1,680 1,418 3,098 5,755 4,802 10,557 7,435 6,220 13,655
Lhuentse 1,283 992 2,275 6,124 6,038 12,162 7,407 7,030 14,437
Monggar 5,417 4,880 10,297 12,830 14,023 26,853 18,247 18,903 37,150
Paro 6,058 5,855 11,913| 17,883 16,520 34,403 23,941 22,375 46,316
Pema Gatshel 4,079 3,546 7,625 7,843 8,164 16,007 11,922 11,710 23,632
Punakha 3,846 3,200 7,046 11,233 10,461 21,694 15,079 13,661 28,740
Samdrup Jongkhar 6,518 5,656 12,174 11,811 11,094 22,905 18,329 16,750 35,079
Samtse 4,803 4,871 9,674 27,219 25,697 52,916 32,022 30,568 62,590
Sarpang 6,798 6,212 13,010| 17,220 15,774 32,994 24,018 21,986 46,004
Thimphu 59,453 56,064 115,517 13,069 10,150 23,219 72,522 66,214 138,736
Trashigang 5,379 4,729 10,108 18,035 17,375 35,410 23,414 22,104 45,518
Trashi Yangtse 1,887 1,660 3,547 6,832 6,921 13,753 8,719 8,581 17,300
Trongsa 1,899 1,647 3,546 9,979 6,435 16,414 11,878 8,082 19,960
Tsirang 1,885 1,625 3,510 9,641 9,225 18,866 11,526 10,850 22,376
Wangdue Phodrang 5,217 4,663 9,880, 19,085 13,221 32,306 24,302 17,884 42,186
Zhemgang 1,857 1,654 3,511 7,338 6,914 14,252 9,195 8,568 17,763
Total 143,855 131,112 274,967 236,598 215,580 452,178 380,453 346,692 727,145
Note: Excludes 8,408 tourists/non-Bhutanese found in hotels on the census day
Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan, NSB, 2017
Table 1.4: Population by Age, Sex and Area, 2017

Number of Persons
Sex Ratio
Age Urban Rural Both Areas
e Male Female s Male Female L Male Female Both Sex|Urban Rural L
Sex Sex Areas

0-4 11,071 10,409 21,480 18,105 17,889 35,994 29,176 28,298 57,474 106.4 101.2 103.1
5-9 11,436 11,143 22,579 20,599 19,813 40,412 32,035 30,956 62,991 102.6 104.0 103.5
10-14 12,136 12,163 24,299| 22,520 22,133 44,653 34,656 34,296 68,952| 99.8 101.7 101.0
15-19 15,073 15,328 30,401 19,606 18,279 34,679 33,607 68,286 98.3 107.3 103.2
20-24 19,006 16,766 35,772 22,069 17,574 39,643 41,075 34,340 75,415 113.4 125.6 119.6
25-29 18,829 16,898 35,727 23,973 19,580 43,553| 42,802 36,478 79,280 111.4 122.4 117.3
30-34 14,792 13,070 27,862 20,267 17,051 37,318 35,059 30,121 65,180 113.2 118.9 116.4
35-39 12,114 10,436 22,550 17,575 15,424 32,999 29,689 25,860 55,549 116.1 113.9 114.8
40-44 8,434 6,486 14,920 13,840 12,735 26,575 22,274 19,221 41,495| 130.0 108.7 115.9
45-49 6,848 5132 11,980( 12,017 11,536 23,553| 18,865 16,668 35,633 133.4 104.2 113.2
50-54 4,731 3,629 8,360f 10,725 10,232 20,957 15,456 13,861 29,317 130.4 104.8 1115
55-59 2,902 2,600 5,502 9,477 8,919 18,396 12,379 11,519 23,898 111.6 106.3 107.5
60-64 2,160 2,173 4,333 8,338 8,040 16,378 10,498 10,213 20,711 99.4 103.7 102.8
65-69 1,483 1,519 3,002 6,102 5,550 11,652 7,585 7,069 14,654 97.6 109.9 107.3
70-74 1,072 1,332 2,404 4,804 4,260 9,064 5,876 5,592 11,468 80.5 112.8 105.1
75-79 803 914 1,717 3,162 2,992 6,154 3,965 3,906 7,871 87.9 105.7 101.5
80-84 544 630 1,174 2,107 2,116 4,223 2,651 2,746 5,397 86.3 99.6 96.5
85+ 421 484 905 1,312 1,457 2,769 1,733 1,941 3,674 87.0 90.0 89.3
g;es 143,855 131,112 274,967| 236,598 215,580 452,178| 380,453 346,692  727,145| 109.7 109.7 109.7

Note: Excludes 8,408 tourists/non-Bhutanese found in hotels on the census day

Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan, NSB,2017
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Table 1.5: Population by Age Groups, Dependency Ratio, Ageing Index and Dzongkhag/Thromde, 2017

Population by Broad Age Groups Dependency Ratio

Dzongkhag/Thromde Child Old Age Total| Ageing

0-14 15-64 65+ Total| Dependency Dependency Dependency| Index

Ratio Ratio Ratio

Bumthang 4,930 11,657 1,233 17,820 42.3 10.6 52.9 25.0
Chhukha 17,078 48,963 2,925 68,966 34.9 6.0 40.9 171
Phuentsholing Thromde 5,767 21,186 705 27,658 27.2 3.3 30.5 12.2
Other than Phuentsholing Thromde 11,311 27,777 2,220 41,308 40.7 8.0 48.7 19.6
Dagana 7,024 16,277 1,664 24,965 43.2 10.2 53.4 23.7
Gasa 1,086 2,636 230 3,952 41.2 8.7 49.9 21.2
Haa 3,582 9,298 775 13,655 38.5 8.3 46.9 21.6
Lhuentse 4263 9,006 1,168 14,437 47.3 13.0 60.3 27.4
Monggar 11,399 23,108 2,643 37,150 49.3 11.4 60.8 23.2
Paro 11,406 32,161 2,749 46,316 35.5 8.5 44.0 24.1
Pema Gatshel 6,512 14,812 2,308 23,632 44.0 15.6 59.5 35.4
Punakha 7,364 19,547 1,829 28,740 37.7 9.4 47.0 24.8
Samdrup Jongkhar 9,810 23,105 2,164 35,079 42.5 9.4 51.8 221
Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde 2,489 6,561 275 9,325 37.9 4.2 421 11.0
%t‘rrn;rn?:n Samdrup Jongkhar 7321 16544 1,889 25754 443 11.4 557| 2558
Samtse 16,884 41,665 4,041 62,590 40.5 9.7 50.2 23.9
Sarpang 11,215 32,177 2,612 46,004 34.9 8.1 43.0 23.3
Gelephu Thromde 2,149 7,332 377 9,858 29.3 5.1 34.5 17.5
Other than Gelephu Thromde 9,066 24,845 2,235 36,146 36.5 9.0 45.5 247
Thimphu 32,861 100,559 5,316 138,736 32.7 5.3 38.0 16.2
Thimphu Thromde 27,237 83,224 4,090 114,551 32.7 4.9 37.6 15.0
Other than Thimphu Thromde 5,624 17,335 1,226 24,185 32.4 71 39.5 21.8
Trashigang 12,596 29,560 3,362 45,518 42.6 11.4 54.0 26.7
Trashi Yangtse 5,582 10,498 1,220 17,300 53.2 11.6 64.8 21.9
Trongsa 4124 14,735 1,101 19,960 28.0 7.5 35.5 26.7
Tsirang 5,874 14,733 1,769 22,376 39.9 12.0 51.9 30.1
Wangdue Phodrang 10,689 29,113 2,384 42,186 36.7 8.2 449 22.3
Zhemgang 5,138 11,054 1,571 17,763 46.5 14.2 60.7 30.6
Total 189,417 494,664 43,064 727,145 38.3 8.7 47.0 22,7

Note: Excludes 8,408 tourists/non-Bhutanese found in hotels on the census day
Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan,NSB, 2017
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Table 1.6: Population Density by Dzongkhag and Area, 2017

Dzongkhag Area (km2) Population Density (PO:;_Iiﬁr:zr;
Bumthang 2,691 17,820 6.62
Chhukha 1,861 68,966 37
Dagana 1,706 24,965 15
Gasa 3,104 3,952 1
Haa 1,886 13,655 7
Lhuentse 2,831 14,437 5
Monggar 1,925 37,150 19
Paro 1,275 46,316 36
Pema Gatshel 1,012 23,632 23
Punakha 1,099 28,740 26
Samdrup Jongkhar 1,859 35,079 19
Samtse 1,292 62,590 48
Sarpang 1,639 46,004 28
Thimphu 1,778 138,736 78
Trashigang 2,183 45,518 21
Trashi Yangtse 1,435 17,300 12
Trongsa 1,796 19,960 11
Tsirang 632 22,376 35
Wangdue Phodrang 3,996 42,186 11
Zhemgang 2,393 17,763 7
Total 38,394 727,145 19
Note: Excludes 8,408 tourists/non-Bhutanese found in hotels on the census day

Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan, NSB - 2017

Table 1.7: Mean Age at First Birth by Dzongkhag, 2017

Dzongkhag Urban Rural Both Areas
Bumthang 21.78 21.64 21.70
Chhukha 21.85 21.01 21.43
Dagana 21.34 20.31 20.46
Gasa 21.33 21.39 21.37
Haa 21.91 21.78 21.81
Lhuentse 21.39 20.37 20.49
Monggar 21.68 20.28 20.60
Paro 22.40 21.92 22.05
Pema Gatshel 21.26 20.98 21.07
Punakha 21.68 21.31 21.39
Samdrup Jongkhar 21.46 20.56 20.89
Samtse 21.44 21.15 21.20
Sarpang 21.49 20.73 20.94
Thimphu 22.41 21.64 22.29
Trashigang 21.63 20.51 20.70
Trashi Yangtse 21.57 20.99 21.10
Trongsa 21.48 21.34 21.37
Tsirang 21.75 20.99 21.10
Wangdue Phodrang 21.54 21.18 21.28
Zhemgang 21.61 20.39 20.64
Total 22.00 20.99 21.37

Source: Population & Housing Census of Bhutan, 2017
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Table 1.8: Projected Total Population by Sex, 2018 - 2047

1 Population 7

(Number)
Both Area

Year
Male Female Both Sex
2018 383,909 350,465 734,374
2019 387,402 354,270 741,672
2020 390,877 358,054 748,931
2021 394,323 361,806 756,129
2022 397,731 365,518 763,249
2023 401,092 369,184 770,276
2024 404,411 372,813 777,224
2025 407,663 376,380 784,043
2026 410,840 379,878 790,718
2027 413,950 383,314 797,264
2028 416,964 386,662 803,626
2029 419,871 389,914 809,785
2030 422,679 393,076 815,755
2031 425,362 396,123 821,485
2032 427,911 399,046 826,957
2033 430,349 401,869 832,218
2034 432,686 404,602 837,288
2035 434,912 407,237 842,149
2036 437,019 409,765 846,784
2037 438,999 412,177 851,176
2038 440,857 414,479 855,336
2039 442,603 416,683 859,286
2040 444,238 418,790 863,028
2041 445,764 420,802 866,566
2042 447,180 422,720 869,900
2043 448,492 424,551 873,043
2044 449,706 426,301 876,007
2045 450,825 427,972 878,797
2046 451,849 429,567 881,416
2047 452,779 431,087 883,866

Source: Population Projections Bhutan, 2017 - 2047, NSB
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CHAPTER 2
HEALTH

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan mandates
the state to provide access to free public health
services. Since the early years (1960s) of the
introduction of modern health care development in
Bhutan, the health programme and interventions
have focused on the preventive aspects of health
care and services. It included the prevention of
morbidity, the promotion of positive determinants of
health and the control of infectious diseases. These
measures were further reinforced after being
signatory to the Alma Ata declaration in 1978.

The health program is one of the top priorities of the
government. The Ministry of Health in 2019
undertook several reforms and initiatives with the
aspiration to ensure universal access to health.
There have been continuous efforts and remarkable
strides in improving the modern health care systems
and services since then. The Ministry of Health has
now a widespread network of Health Facilities
covering around 95 percent of the total population
within three hours walking distance from the health
facility. Institutional health facilities were earlier
concentrated in the urban centers but today the
emphasis has shifted to the rural areas where the
majority of the population live.

Health Care is delivered in an integrated three-tiered
system with National Referral Hospital at the apex,
regional referral hospitals, and district hospitals,
Primary Health Centers (PHCs) in rural areas and
Thromde Health Centers in urban areas at the
Community Level. PHCs serve remote populace and
are staffed by well-trained health personnel who are
equipped to treat minor ailments and advice on
preventive measures to avoid the spread of
communicable diseases. Extended Health Centers
such as Out-reach Clinics (ORCs) and Sub-posts
support these PHCs.

There are also a number of special health programs
in Bhutan administered by the Ministry of Health.
These mainly cover Expanded Program on
Immunization (EPI), Reproductive Health (RH),
Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) later upgraded to
Integrated Management of Neonatal and Childhood
lliness (IMNCI), National HIV/AIDS & STls Control
Program (NACP), National Tuberculosis Control
Program (NTCP), National Leprosy Program, Rural
Water Supply & Sanitation Program (RWSS), Village
Health Workers Program (VHW), Vector Borne
Disease Control Program (VDCP) and Mental Health
Program among others.

Therefore, in order to provide some account of health
sector in Bhutan, this chapter presents statistics
covering health infrastructures, health personnel
details, top ten morbidity and mortality, outpatient
and inpatient cases, immunizations, nutrition,
maternal health, child health, family planning,
sanitation and information on Traditional Medicine
Services. Meanwhile, data for 2024 with exception of
human resource and number of persons availing
therapeutic service from traditional medicine service
is not included due to unavailability at source.

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025
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Table 2.1: Summary of Health Facilities and Personnel, 2020 - 2024

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Number of Hospitals ' 58 58 60 55 59
Public Hospitals 52 52 54
RBA Hospitals 2 2 2
Indigenous Hospital 1 1 1 1
IMTART Hospitals 3 3 3
Number of Primary Health Centers 2 182 179 186 187 194
Number of Outreach Clinics * 552 555 554 557 479
Number of Indigenous Units 72 75 78 80 80
Number of Sub-post 54 53 51 51 51
Persons per doctor * 2,229 2,156 2,157 1,921
Ratio of beds per Nurse 1.1 1.1 1.10 1.10 1
Ratio of Nurses per Doctor 4.5 5.0 4.25 3.75 4
Doctors per (10,000) persons 4.6 4.6 4.64 5.21 5
Nurses per (10,000) persons 20.9 211 19.71 19.54 20
Pharmacists per (10,000) persons 0.6 0.6 0.60 0.60 1
HA/BHW per (10,000) persons 8.9 8.9 8.80 7.53 7
Dungtshos per (10,000) persons 0.7 0.8 1.03 1.03 1
sMempas per (10,000) persons 1.9 1.9 2.29 2.27 3
Persons per hospital bed 456 446 446 464 468
Number of hospital beds available 1,640 1,710 1,710 1,660 1,660
Hospital bed per 10,000 persons 23 22 22 22 21
Distribution of health facilities per (10,000) persons| 4.0 3.8 3.81 3.8 4
E;c;s;:trl‘c;r&%Dehvenes attended by trained 993 08.2 98.60 98.50 0

Note: " Includes 10 bedded hospitals (BHU-1 is upgraded to 10 bedded hospital)

2 Thromde Health Center (previously known as Satellite Clinics) included under

Primary Health Center (previously known as BHU)
3 ORC (Inclusive of with shed & without shed)

* The population is based on Population Projections Bhutan, 2017 - 2047, NSB

Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
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Table 2.2: Number of Health Facilities by Dzongkhag and Type, 2023-2024

Health 11

2023

2024

Dzongkhag Hospital PHC Sub- ORC with ORC without . 1 PHC ORC with ORC without
' &THC? post shed shed | Hospitall oo 0. Sub-post shed

Bumthang 1 5 0 11 0 1 5 0 11 0
Chhukha 5 13 2 33 8 5 17 3 33 8
Dagana 3 7 0 30 4 3 8 0 30 4
Gasa 1 3 0 4 1 1 3 0 4 1
Haa 1 4 2 8 9 2 4 2 8 9
Lhuentse 2 14 0 28 4 2 13 0 28 4
Monggar 2 22 5 56 5 2 22 5 56 5
Paro 2 3 2 19 2 2 4 3 19 2
Pema Gatshel 2 11 7 31 5 2 11 7 31 5
Punakha 1 7 1 10 0 1 7 1 10 0
Samdrup Jongkhar 5 7 3 25 5 5 7 3 25 5
Samtse 4 12 5 43 7 4 12 2 43 5
Sarpang 3 11 1 12 1 3 11 1 12 1
Thimphu 4 13 0 7 9 6 15 0 7 9
Trashigang 7 14 4 51 3 7 14 4 51 3
Trashi Yangtse 2 7 2 26 0 2 7 2 26 0
Trongsa 2 5 4 19 0 2 6 4 19 0
Tsirang 2 7 0 17 3 2 6 1 17 3
Wangdue Phodrang 2 12 8 20 7 3 12 8 20 7
Zhemgang 4 10 5 29 5 4 10 5 29 5

Total 55 187 51 479 78 59 194 51 479 76

Note:" RBA and IMTART are excluded; Traditional medicine hospital included
2 Health Center are included under PHC
Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH
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Table 2.3: Number of Health Personnel by Category, 2020 - 2024

Health Personnel 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Specialists/Gen-Specialist/Sub-Specialist 119 136 139 121 177
MS/CMO/MO/GDMO 217 143 149 211 173
Dental Specialist 11 15 13 11 12
Dental Surgeon 59 60 53 58 49
Medical Technologist 219 224 224 145 209
Lab Technologyist/Entomologist 54 54 55
Pharmacist 42 46 45 45 48
Physiotherapist/Occupational Therapist 34 35 36 41 79
Orthotic/Prosthetic Technology 26 26 26 28 28
Clinical Officer 25 24 25 19 21
Radio Technologist 12 14 14 15 13
Dietician/Nurtritionist 26 25 23 25 20
Medical Technicians 1,723 1,776 1,771 1,719 1,780
Nurses Anesthetist 32 28 28 29 30
OT Technicians 55 40 54 58 55
EMRO/EMT 43 36 59 84 95
Dental Hygenist 71 86 87 81 84
Dental Technicians 47 54 48 52 51
ENT Technician/Audiologist 32 36 38 47 40
Lab Technicians/Asst. 291 304 290 276 302
Malaria Technicians 33 33 27 29 28
Optometrist/Ophthalmic Technicians 62 65 67 67 76
Ortho Technicians 26 26 26 28 28
Pharmacy Technicians 193 202 194 192 197
Physio Technicians 69 78 79 78 79
X-Ray/Radiographer 119 129 127 118 141
Health Assistants 650 659 647 580 574
Nursing/Clinical Counselor 1,523 1,622 1,521 1,525 1,592
Clinical Counselor’ 6 14 16 37 20
Clinical Nurse 216 278 255 259 368
Staff/Asst. Nurse 1,301 1,330 1,250 1,229 1204
Traditional Medicine 190 205 254 199 270
Drungtsho 52 59 79 58 74
sMenpa/Therapy Aide 138 146 175 141 196
Adm. & Support 2,425 2,471 2,008 2,565 2,626
DHO/ADHO 42 41 32 28
Adm. & Support 1,044 1,078 888 1,004 950
ESP/GSP 1,339 1,352 1,088 1,533 1,676

Note: 1 Clinical counselors were only introduced in 2020
Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025



Table 2.4: Top Ten Morbidity, 2020 - 2023

Health 13

{(Number)

Diseases

2023

Common Cold

Other Diseases of the Digestive System

Other Musculo-Skeletal Disorders

Other Disorders of Skin and Subcutaneous Tissue
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases

ANC, Immunization & Other Counselling

Other Nervous Disorders (includes Peripheral disorders)
Skin Infections

Other Eye Disorders

Acute Pharyngitis/ Tonsillitis

Diseases

Common Cold

Other Diseases of the Digestive System

Other Disorders of Skin and Subcutaneous Tissue
Other Musculo-Skeletal Disorders

Other Nervous Disorders (includes Peripheral disorders)
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases

Skin Infections

Other Eye Disorders

Peptic Ulcer Syndrome

Dental Caries

Diseases

Common Cold

Other Diseases of the Digestive System

Other Disorders of Skin & Subcutaneous-tissues
Other Musculo-skeletal Disorders

Other Nervous including Peripheral Disorders
Skin Infections

Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases

Dental Caries

Other Eye Disorders

Peptic Ulcer Syndrome

Diseases

Common Cold

Other Disorders of Skin and Subcutaneous tissue
Other Musculo-Skeletal Disorders

Other Diseases of the Digestive System

Skin Infections

Other Nervous including Peripheral Disorders
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases

Peptic Ulcer Syndrome

Other Eye Disorders

Dental Caries

223,316
03,888
92,420
87,683
69,474
68,844
67,647
56,567
55,170
51,999

2022

197,774
87,505
83,679
82,208
65,538
61,836
58,956
46,828
42,983
42,768

2021

143,233
92,803
91,755
88,209
68,317
67,801
48,739
48,217
47,273
46,082

2020

147,636
93,923
84,197
78,857
67,972
64,035
44,213
43,227
42,857
42,154

Note: " Morbidity refers to the condition of suffering from a disease or medical condition.

Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024,MoH.
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Table 2.5: Top Ten Inpatient’ Hospital Mortality, 2020 - 2023

(Number)
Diseases 2023
Other Cancers (deaths) 134
Alcohol Liver Diseases (deaths) 129
Other Circulatory Diseases {(deaths) 119
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases (deaths) 99
Cerebro-Vascular Diseases (deaths) 74
Other Kidney, UT/Genital Disorders (deaths) 68
Pneumonia (deaths) 66
Other Diseases of the Digestive System (deaths) 65
Other Sepsis, including Septicaemia (deaths) 48
Stomach/Gastric cancer (deaths) 33
Diseases 2022
Alcohol Liver Diseases 146
Other Circulatory Diseases 98
Other Cancers 87
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases 85
Cerebro-Vascular Diseases 68
Other Diseases of the Digestive System 59
Pneumonia 53
Other Sepsis, including Septicaemia 45
Other Kidney, UT/Genital Disorders 43
Hypertension 27
Diseases 2021
Alcohol Liver Diseases 141
Other Circulatory Diseases 89
Other Cancers 71
Cerebro-Vascular Diseases 68
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases 54
Other Kidney, UT/Genital Disorders 45
Other Diseases of the Digestive System 44
Pneumonia 35
Stomach/Gastric cancer 35
Other Sepsis, including Septicaemia 32
Diseases 2020
Alcoholic Liver Disease 190
Other Circulatory Diseases 154
Other Sepsis (including Septicaemia) 104
Other Cancers 96
Other Respiratory & Nose Diseases 90
Pneumonia 88
Other Kidney, UTI/Genital Disorders 78
Cerebro-vascular DiseasesB 71
Foetal Death & Stillbirth 54
Conditions Originating in the Perinatal period 49

Note: " Inpatient refers to those patients admitted to bed overnight (records deaths related to particular diseases) in

hospitals
Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH
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Table 2.9: Number of Patient Admissions & Average Length of Stay in Hospitals by Dzongkhag, 2023

Dzongkhag Total Admission Discharged Deaths Absconded Patient days BHU admissions
Bumthang 1,252 1,096 14 3 3,379 61
Chhukha 3,975 3,384 87 19 14,331 145
Dagana 1,032 933 18 3,234 284
Gasa 33 28 103 13
Haa 287 248 4 1 1,404 28
Lhuentse 641 527 2 1,679 172
Monggar 3,905 3,684 108 21,585 613
Paro 2,018 1,706 31 6 6,626 53
Pema Gatshel 989 799 8 3,498 270
Punakha 1,402 1,241 31 3 6,216 172
Samdrup Jongkhar 2,504 1,937 32 21 7,798 185
Samtse 2,943 2,226 790 8 11,610 470
Sarpang 4,849 4,390 156 7 19,508 143
Thimphu 17,191 16,273 601 13 112,263 17
Trashigang 810 673 6 3,201 390
Trashi Yangtse 3,147 2,861 50 17 3,142 151
Trongsa 484 318 6 1,163 51
Tsirang 1,329 1,237 30 5,410 63
Wangdue Phodrang 3,196 2,409 24 9,391 330
Zhemgang 486 428 13 2 1,779 211
Total 52,473 46,398 2,011 100 237,319 3,822

Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.

Table 2.10: Number of Immunization by Type and Dzongkhag, 2023

Dzongkhag 'BCG MR1  20PVi* 0PV 3" ZPe"tamTP:'i:psz'
Bumthang 179 245 170 236 237
Chhukha 813 922 817 804 811
Dagana 127 265 150 254 252
Gasa 6 41 6 43 43
Haa 61 139 51 144 148
Lhuentse 73 205 61 171 166
Monggar 410 534 414 435 435
Paro 521 715 497 651 650
Pema Gatshel 159 278 143 257 258
Punakha 261 338 249 319 319
Samdrup Jongkhar 364 430 349 412 412
Samtse 524 718 510 718 718
Sarpang 798 638 791 701 701
Thimphu 3,233 2,557 3,121 2,245 2,245
Trashigang 145 218 133 208 211
Trashi Yangtse 430 538 353 458 465
Trongsa 89 182 77 169 169
Tsirang 165 291 156 267 267
Wangdue Phodrang 433 538 428 512 509
Zhemgang 60 203 56 204 206
Total 8,851 9,995 8,532 9,208 9,222

Note: ' Vaccine administered to children at birth
2 Vaccine administered to children below 1 year
Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
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Table 2.11: Number of Malaria Cases by Type and Deaths, 2020 - 2023

Details 2020 2021 2022 2023
Plasmodium vivax 46 18 5 8
Plasmodium falciparum 8 4 1 10
Mixed infections 0 1 0 0
Deaths due to malaria 0 0 0 0
Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
Table 2.12: Details of Maternal & Child Health Care Activities, 2020 - 2023

(Number)
Type of care 2020 2021 2022 2023
Antenatal care attendence 25,393 25,393 26,145 20,614
1% visit 12,383 10,820 9,353 9,134
4" visit 8,709 6,804 8,396 7,457
8" visit 4,301 3,858 8,396 4,023
S::Zl:r:f; attended by trained health 11,139 11,470 9,490 9,240
Home 116 82 111 57
Facility 11,023 11388 9,379 9183
Post-Natal care attendance 30,851 24,309 30,199 32,277
1% visit 5,764 5,973 5,325 3,005
4" visit 7,990 8,926 8,244 7,739
Note: 2™ and 3" visit has been deleleted as MoH does not compile the records.
Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
Table 2.13: Number of Users of Family Planning Methods by Type, 2020 - 2023
Method 2020 2021 2022 2023
Intra Uterine Device (IUD) ' 1,506 1,733 1,458 1,361
Oral Pills (OCP)? 60,608 67,554 60,398 61,482
Injection DMPA® 79,309 78,499 77,625 78,653
Vasectomy 4,376 2,913 2,415 NA
Tubectomy 4,586 2,451 2,534 NA
Condoms * 1,012,811 957,115 971,943 963,323

Note: " IUD = Number inserted

2 pills = No. of cycles (1 user is equal to12 or 13 cycles)

3 DMPA =No. of injections (1 user is equal to 12 or 13 cycles)
# Condoms = No. of pieces distributed

Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
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Table 2.14: Number of Users of Family Planning Methods by Type and Dzongkhag, 2023

Family planning methods

Dzongkhag -, s ; ; Condom

IUD Inserted Oral pills DMPA Vasectomy Tubectomy . 4

issued

Bumthang 59 1383 1906 NA NA 66809
Chhukha 132 5742 5728 NA NA 63533
Dagana 24 3244 3294 NA NA 25208
Gasa 4 356 602 NA NA 6173
Haa 18 861 1318 NA NA 14837
Lhuentse 29 1035 1581 NA NA 29267
Monggar 136 2815 6259 NA NA 76947
Paro 69 2620 4932 NA NA 40138
Pemagatshel 4 2007 2393 NA NA 35493
Punakha 29 2067 3080 NA NA 36917
Samdrup Jongkhar 20 3943 4113 NA NA 39664
Samtse 130 11299 8680 NA NA 61496
Sarpang 76 4790 6201 NA NA 65033
Thimphu 346 6039 9581 NA NA 156248
Trashi Yangtse 64 1315 1860 NA NA 27349
Trashigang 84 2848 5652 NA NA 57984
Trongsa 17 1189 1463 NA NA 43047
Tsirang 11 2981 3079 NA NA 32351
Wangdue 91 3145 3984 NA NA 59010
Zhemgang 18 1803 2947 NA NA 25819
Total 1361 61482 78653 NA NA 963323

Note: ' Cumulative figures, collected from Annual Household Survey
2 pills = No. of cycles (1 user is equal to12 or 13 cycles)

3 DMPA =No. of injections (1 user is equal to 12 or 13 cycles)

* Condoms = No. of pieces distributed

Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
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Table 2.15: Proportion of Household with Improved Water Source and Improved Sanitation Facility by

Dzongkhag, 2023

(Percent)

Dzongkhag

Improved Water Improved Sanitation

Source Facility
Bumthang 99.80 96.90
Chhukha 99.80 100.00
Phuentshogling Thromde 99.60 100.00
Other than Phuentshogling Thromde --- ---
Dagana 100.00 100.00
Gasa 99.80 86.90
Haa 100.00 98.90
Lhuentse 100.00 99.40
Monggar 99.70 93.30
Paro 100.00 98.60
Pema Gatshel 100.00 98.50
Punakha 99.80 97.70
Samdrup Jongkhar 99.70 99.60
Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde 99.10 99.80
Other than Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde --- ---
Samtse 100.00 98.70
Sarpang 100.00 99.80
Gelegphu Thromde 100.00 99.50
Other than Gelegphu Thromde --- ---
Thimphu 100.00 99.50
Thimphu Thromde 100.00 99.80
Other than Thimphu Thromde --- ---
Trashigang 99.80 99.40
Trashi Yangtse 100.00 99.50
Trongsa 99.80 99.60
Tsirang 100.00 99.80
Wangdue Phodrang 100.00 99.80
Zhemgang 99.80 97.80
Average 99.16 98.45

Source: Bhutan Living Standard Survey 2022, NSB
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Table 2.18: Number of Persons Availing Traditional Medicine Service by Disease Type, Sex and Age Group, 2023

2023

Name of Diseases 0-8 Years 9-59 Years 60+ Years

Male Female Male Female Male Female Total
Baedken ned 4 8 355 573 302 323 1,565
Bji ned 2 4 0 0 0 0 6
Chaa baab ned 0 0 8 20 10 15 53
Chham rem 119 137 301 378 160 144 1,239
Chher ned 0 0 30 34 18 17 99
Chhin ned 1 1 274 209 140 98 723
Chin nyiwai ned 0 3 363 502 261 193 1,322
Chong chen gi ned 0 0 2 3 3 0 8
Chuser gi ned 2 3 403 720 359 471 1,958
Dreg ned 0 0 450 455 327 260 1,492
Drey ned 0 0 57 68 59 31 215
Druumbui ned 1 8 1,435 2,362 1,208 1,408 6,422
Go ned 14 19 1,365 2,858 645 770 5,671
Ja ned tshed thru 0 1 19 21 18 16 75
Jae jed 3 2 84 80 15 28 212
Ju ned 0 0 32 52 30 30 144
Jur pa methroe pai dhug 0 0 1 4 0 1 6
Kha ned 2 3 201 307 98 98 709
Khel ned 6 13 1,271 1,686 664 739 4,379
Long ned 0 0 10 20 11 12 53
Lowai ned 17 26 509 735 495 518 2,300
Mazhuwa 4 6 183 220 122 147 682
Menbu 0 0 23 38 9 1 71
Mig ned 0 0 63 79 41 36 219
Mo ned 0 12 0 192 0 32 236
Mo tshen ned 0 4 0 154 0 40 198
Moogpo 0 0 63 137 77 94 371
Nying ned 1 2 319 444 204 227 1,197
Nyo jed 0 0 58 86 10 11 165
Paag ned 36 29 1,130 1,240 580 534 3,549
Pho ned 27 35 2,476 4,051 1,441 1,672 9,702
Pho tshen ned 1 0 104 0 31 0 136
Remtshed 227 198 1,200 1,374 605 656 4,260
Sin ned 8 7 224 280 124 101 744
Suryia 0 0 3 2 0 0 5
Thra gi Nyingzer 2 6 1,241 1,887 1,053 1,369 5,558
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2023

Name of Diseases 0-8 Years 9-59 Years 60+ Years

Male Female Male Female Male Female fotal
Thru ned 1 1 20 26 12 9 69
Tren ned 1 0 103 192 101 85 482
Tsa wai ned 16 18 78 101 61 46 320
Ug medewa 0 2 127 222 143 159 653
Yama go sin 23 63 2,187 3,567 778 864 7,482
Zhang druum 5 6 704 841 328 222 2,106
mThri Ned 1 4 223 273 95 141 737
rLung ned 549 5,761 1,366 2,575 1,701 2,617 14,569
rMa chi 1 0 143 106 51 49 350
rNaawai ned 2 2 51 70 29 22 176
rTsa kar 16 30 3,725 5,901 2,763 3,494 15,929
sNa ned 6 4 130 177 56 42 415
Total 1,098 6,418 23,114 35,322 15,238 17,842 99,032

Source: Annual Health Bulletin 2024, MoH.
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CHAPTER 3
EDUCATION

The modern education system in Bhutan was introduced
with the initiation of economic development plans in 1961.
The Education system today has three main forms: General
education, Monastic education, and Non-Formal education.
Monastic education was the only form of education till the
1950s and continues to date. There is now an extensive
network of schools and other educational institutions
spread throughout the country. Many schools also provide
boarding facilities for students living in areas far from the

school with meals provided by the government.

Students spend a total of seven years in Primary education
(PP-VI); two years in Lower Secondary (VII-VIIl); two years
in Middle Secondary (IX-X); and two years in Higher
Secondary (XI-XIl). The constitution mandates free basic
education for all citizens in Bhutan till grade X. However,
support for education until grade XlI has been introduced
by the Government in 2020. Beyond the 12" standard,
students either continue their tertiary education in institutes
and universities or join vocational training institutes, or enter
the labour market within or outside the country. Since 2020,
the official school-going age for children has been revised

to age five from six.

The medium of instruction in the schools is Dzongkha
(national language) and English. Besides covering all the
General Education Curriculum required for a particular

grade, students also engage in co-curricular activities such

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025

as sports, scouts, singing, dancing, painting, arts, etc.
Besides the modern education system, there are large
numbers of traditional institutions offering education to

children in Monasteries, Drupdras, and Shedras.

Non-formal education (NFE) programs have gained
widespread popularity as an effective program for providing
basic literacy, numeracy, and functional skills among the
adult population. It was first established formally in 1992.
Basic reading, writing, and numeric skills are taught to
enhance their livelihood and better manage day-to-day

activities.

Recognizing that education is the fundamental link to
national progress, the Royal Government of Bhutan has
always emphasized education as one of the priority sectors.
Although Bhutan has achieved tremendous progress in the
field of education, new priority areas are emerging such as
improving quality and inclusiveness, adaptive and digital
learning, emphasis on learning instead of classroom
teaching, gearing learning towards emerging jobs,
improving the learning facilities and enhancement of ECCD

enroliment and facilities.

The statistics presented in this chapter provide an overview
of Bhutan’s current education scenario and include key
education indicators, the number of schools, institutes,

colleges, students, teachers, and lecturers.
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Concepts and Definition

Gross Enrolment Ratio ECCD:  Total Enrolment in ECCD regardless of age expressed as a percentage of the population of
the official age (3-5 years old).

Apparent Intake Rate: Total number of new entrants in PP expressed as a percentage of the official school-going
aged population (5-year-old population).

Net Intake Rate: Total number of 5-year-old new entrants in PP expressed as a percentage of the official

school-going aged population (5-year-old population).

Net Enrolment Rate Primary: The number of pupils of official primary school age who are enrolled in primary education

as a percentage of the total children of the official school-age population.

Adjusted Net Enrolment Rate

(5-12 years): The number of pupils of official primary school age (5-12yrs) enrolled in any level
or form of education expressed as a percentage of the total children of the official primary
school age population

Net Enrolment Rate Basic (PP-X): The net enrolment ratio is the number of boys and girls of the age of a particular level of
education that are enrolled in that level of education, expressed as a percentage of the total
population in that age group.

Gross Enrolment Ratio: Number of students enrolled in a given level of education, regardless of age, expressed as
a percentage of the official school-age population corresponding to the same level of

education.

Repetition Rate (Primary): Proportion of pupils from a cohort enrolled in a given grade at a given school year of primary
or secondary education who study in the same grade in the following school year.

Dropout Rate (Primary): Proportion of students that fail to complete education in that grade and are not currently
attending any educational institution.

Primary Completion Rate: The primary completion rate is the ratio of the total number of students successfully
completing (or graduating from) the last year of primary school in a given year to the total

number of children of official graduation age in the population.

Survival rate to grade: Percentage of a cohort of students enrolled in a given grade in a given school year who are
expected to reach a given grade, regardless of repetition.

Transition rate: New entrants to the first grade of a given school level, expressed as a percentage of the

number of pupils enrolled in the final grade of a given level of education in the previous year.

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025
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Table 3.1: Key Education Indicators by Year, 2020 - 2024

(Percent)
Indicators 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Net Enrolment Rate ECCD 23.71 27.81 38.30 37.66 38.14
Net Enrolment Rate Primary (PP-VI) 92.94 93.51 78.92 94.27 88.83
Net Enrolment Rate Basic (PP-X) 90.56 90.57 81.01 92.71 90.83
Net Enrolment Rate Secondary (VII-X) 75.71 75.26 60.10 68.90 62.61
Gross Enrolment Ratio ECCD 2419 31.81 45.57 54.47 38.14
Gross Enrolment Ratio Primary 108.80 96.50 111.75 110.11 114.03
Gross Enrolment Ratio Basic (PP-X) 103.32 90.10 104.80 104.31 106.61
Gross Enrolment Ratio Secondary (Class VII-XII) 93.09 92.46 90.47 85.35 84.89
Gross Enrolment Ratio Higher Secondary (XI-XII) 89.81 92.44 84.05 67.29 66.82
)(Z(a);sss) Enrolment Ratio Tertiary within Bhutan (19-23 17.87 18.90 18.70 15.96 16.46
OGJ?:IZ eE gflminagaztg’;e;:';)‘ry within Bhutan and 23.58 25.11 24.10 18.36 19.08
Adjusted Net Enrolment Rate (5 - 11 years)! 90.37 90.88 79.09 94.57 88.89
Net Intake Rate 51.85 79.20 44.78 61.55 36.5
Apparent Intake Rate 138.90 100.74 107.14 94.23 96.13
BCSE Pass Percentage 93.63 96.57 70.12 71.60 73.78
BHSEC Pass Percentage 91.55 90.63 82.00 87.79 87.09
Repetition Rate (Primary) 7.80 5.40 10.10 5.40 1.2
Dropout Rate (Primary) 1.40 3.20 2.10 3.20 0.6
Primary Completion Rate 89.95 81.20 96.40 81.20 95.1
Basic Completion rate (Grade X) 83.50 80.70 66.97
Survival rate to grade VI 86.80 80.80 93.80 95.65 98
Survival rate to grade X 84.30 72.70 88.10 96.94 96.1
Transition rate (Primary to Lower secondary) 106.14 89.09 84.30 89.44 72.4
Transition rate (Lower Secondary to Middle Secondary) 99.11 88.55 67.90 55.33 78.7
Transition rate (Middle Secondary to Higher Secondary) 89.49 83.74 67.10 68.69 73.2

" From 2021 onwards the children were enrolled in schools from 5 years (before 2021, the Primary level was from 6 -12 years).

Source: Education Management Information System, MoESD.
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Table 3.2: Number of Schools, Institutes and Centres, 2024
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School/Institutes/Centres Government Private Total
Early Childhood Development 513 61 574
Early Childhood Care Development (ECCD) Centres 1 513 61 574
Schools Education 540 26 566
Extended Classrooms 47 0 47
Primary Schools 318 13 331
Lower Secondary Schools 32 1 33
Middle Secondary Schools 63 2 65
Higher Secondary Schools 78 10 88
Special Institutes 2 0 2
Central Schools? 63 0 63
Autonomous Schools NA NA NA
Schools with SEN Program 44 0 44
Tertiary Education 34 3 37
Tertiary Institutes within Bhutan 14 3 17
Technical Training Institutes 10 0 10
Technical/Vocational Institutes 8 0 8
Institute of Zorig Chusum 2 0 2
Other Forms of Education 507 1 508
Monastic Education (Lobdras and Shedras)? 202 202
Continuing Education Centres 0 1 1
Non-Formal Education Centres* 305 0 305
Total 1,604 91 1,695

' Private ECCD includes ECCD under NGO, Private & Corporation.
2Central Schools School already counted under general Schools.

2The data is only inclusive of lobdras and shedras.

“The Non-Formal Education Centers include Community Learning Centers as well.

Source: Education Management Information System, MoESD.
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Table 3.3: Number of ECCD Centres and Children by Dzongkhags, 2024

Dzongkhag ECCD Centres Children Enrolled
Bumthang 17 367
Chhukha 37 1,126
Phuentsholing Thromde 5 372
Other than Phuentsholing Thromde 32 754
Dagana 25 486
Gasa 6 124
Haa 11 203
Lhuentse 19 326
Monggar 53 982
Paro 20 718
Pema Gatshel 20 234
Punakha 34 805
Samdrup Jongkhar 38 706
Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde 4 191

Other than Samdrup Jongkhar Thromde 34 515
Samtse 50 958
Sarpang 35 831

Gelephu Thromde 5 247
Other than Phuentsholing Thromde 30 584
Thimphu 45 2,117
Thimphu Thromde 31 1,831

Other than Thimphu Thromde 14 286
Trashi Yangtse 26 441

Trashigang 53 911

Trongsa 18 343
Tsirang 20 383
Wangdue 25 623
Zhemgang 22 956
Total 574 13,640

Source: Education Management Information System, MoESD.
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Table 3.4: Number of Students, Learners, Trainees and Novitiates, 2024

Government Private Total

Details

Female Male Both Sex|Female Male Both Sex|Female Male Both Sex
Early Childhood Care 5462 5475 10,937| 1,273 1,430  2,703| 6,735 6,905 13,640
Development Centres
School Education 76,627 73,171 149,798 3,769 4,031 7,800, 80,396 77,202 157,598
Extended Classroom 477 473 950 0 0 0 477 473 950
Primary Schools 23,253 23,166 46,419 825 907 1,732 24,078 24,073 48,151
Lower Secondary Schools 7,426 7,301 14,727 104 129 233| 7,530 7,430 14,960
Middle Secondary Schools 19,204 18,435 37,639 336 400 736 19,540 18,835 38,375
Higher Secondary Schools 25,720 22,875 48,595| 2,504 2,595 5,099| 28,224 25,470 53,694
Special Institutes 59 83 142 0 0 0 59 83 142
Central Schools? NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
SEN Students? 488 838 1,326 0 0 0 488 838 1,326
Tertiary Education 4,328 4,715 9,043 2,154 1,951 4,105 6,482 6,666 13,223
Tertiary Students within Bhutan 4,016 4,351 8,367 1,458 1,390 2,848 5,474 5,741 11,290
Tertiary Students abroad? 312 364 676 696 561 1,257 1,008 925 1,933
Technical Training Institutes 1,076 2,232 3,308 0 0 0| 1,076 2,232 3,308
Technlc.all &Vocational Education 882 2,054 2936 0 0 0 882 2,054 2936
and Training
Institute of Zorig Chusum 194 178 372 0 0 0 194 178 372
Other Forms of Education 2,352 8,632 10,984 15 11 26 2,367 8,643 11,010
Monastic Education (Lobdras and 7.944 7.944 0 0 0 0 7.944 7.944
Shredras)
Continuing Education 0 0 0 15 11 26 15 11 26
Non-Formal Education Centres 2,352 688 3,040 0 0 0 2,352 688 3,040

'Central School students already included under general Schools.

2Included pecial Institutes students

SFor tertiary students abroad, under the government catergory, it includes students who are on various scholarships adminsitered by
RCSC and other organizations.

Source: Education Management Information System, MoESD.
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Table 3.5: Number of Teachers, Lecturers, Instructors, Trainers and Facilitators, 2024

Details Government Private Total

Female Male Both Sex|Female Male Both Sex|Female Male Both Sex
Early Childhood Development 656 34 690 254 6 260 910 40 950
cayonioeos e | e s ew| 2 6 a0 s w0 e
School Education 4,147 5,404 9,551 293 252 545| 4,440 5,656 10,096
Extended Classroom 32 73 105 0 0 0 32 73 105
Primary Schools 1,409 1,696 3,105 103 59 162 1,512 1,755 3,267
Lower Secondary Schools 472 446 918 13 10 23 485 456 941
Middle Secondary Schools 1,037 1,283 2,320 48 27 75 1,085 1,310 2,395
Higher Secondary Schools 1,182 1,881 3,063 129 156 285| 1,311 2,037 3,348
Special Institutes 15 25 40 0 0 0 15 25 40
Tertiary Education 223 477 700 78 90 168 301 567 868
Tertiary Institutes within Bhutan 223 477 700 78 90 168 301 567 868
Technical Training Institutes 49 116 165 0 0 0 49 116 165
Technical/Vocational Institutes 11 35 46 0 0 0 11 35 46
Institutes of Zorig Chusum 38 81 119 0 0 0 38 81 119
Other Forms of Education 231 77 308 0 0 0 231 77 308
Monastic Education
Non-Formal Education Centres 231 77 308 0 0 0 231 77 308
Total 5,306 6,108 11,414 625 348 973 5,931 6,456 12,387

Note: SEN teachers are already counted in other school levels.

Source: Education Management Information System, MoESD.
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Table 3.6: Enrolment in Institutions and at Tertiary level, 2020 - 2024 3 Education | 57
(Number)
Institutions Ownership| 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Royal University of Bhutan 11,365 11,696 11,338 10,338 9,950
College of Natural Resources Government 969 1,047 1,025 684 627
College of Science and Technology Government 994 885 1,112 1,077 1,175
College of Language and Culutural Studies Government| 1,117 1,104 872 825 263
Jigme Namgyel Engineering College Government 694 1,479 829 717 808
Paro College of Education Government| 1,589 1,529 1,535 1,298 1,217
Samtse College of Education Government 913 750 580 420 510
Sherubtse College Government| 1,618 1,528 1,551 1,141 934
Gaeddu College of Business Studies Government| 1,624 1,621 1,549 1,358 1,287
Gyalposhing College of Information
Technology Government 265 284 304 396 405
Royal Thimphu College Private| 1,203 1,203 1,554 1,588 1,891
Norbuling Rigter College Private 335 236 401 834 833
Yonphula Centenary College Government 44 30 26 NA NA
gzie;acregyalpo University of Medical 686 259 896 396 1112
Faculty of Nursing and Public Health Government 486 510 592 187 519
Faculty of Traditional Medicine Government 79 83 89 24 89
Faculty of Postgraduate Medicine Government 49 61 64 15 53
Faculty of Undergraduate Medicine Government NA NA NA NA 24
Arura Academy of Health Sciences Private 72 105 151 100 427
Autonomous Institutes 246 321 460 237 228
Royal Institute of Management Government 203 234 352 205 195
Jigme Singye Wangchuk School of Law Government 43 87 108 32 33
Vocational Institutes 555 1,125 1,371 2,821 2,913
TTI, Chumey Government 63 196 368 255 222
TTI, Khuruthang Government 94 135 63 390 444
TTI, Rangjung Government 67 63 170 220 367
TTI, Samthang Government 89 118 165 508 775
JWPTI, Dekiling Government 41 203 234 510 441
RDTC, Zhemgang Government 127 145 63 145 292
Zorig Chusum, Thimphu Government 5 147 214 592 110
Zorig Chusum, Trashi Yangtse Government 69 118 94 201 262
Total 12,852 13,901 14,065 13,722 14,203

Note: TTI (Technical Training Institute); JWPTI (Jigme Wangchuck Power Training Institute).
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Table 3.7: Number of Schools by Type and Dzongkhag, 2024

(Number)
Public Private
Dzongkhag Extended Primary Lower Middle Higher Primary Lower Middle Higher
Classroo Schools Secondary Secondary Secondary Schools Secondary Secondary Secondary
ms Schools  Schools Schools Schools Schools Schools
Bumthang 3 11 1 1 3 0 0 0 0
Chhukha
Phuntsholing Thromde 0 2 0 0 2 1 0 0 1
Qe | 1 %0 s 4 o o o o
Dagana 5 13 2 2 4 0 0 0 0
Gasa 3 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
Haa 0 6 1 1 2 0 0 0 0
Lhuentse 2 12 0 2 2 0 0 0 0
Mongar 6 23 0 5 5 0 0 0 0
Paro 0 8 5 2 6 3 1 1 1
Pema Gatshel 2 14 2 4 3 0 0 0 0
Punakha 4 10 4 2 4 0 0 0 1
Samdrup Jongkhar
?ﬁ:gfnrgs Jongkhar 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
o e T I T T
Samtse 6 22 4 3 7 0 0 0 0
Sarpang
Gelephu Thromde 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
?;t‘;rntg:” Gelephu 1 11 0 6 3 0 0 0 1
Thimphu
Thimphu Thromde 0 7 3 6 5 7 0 2 4
?;t‘;rntg:” Thimphu 0 7 1 2 3 1 0 0 0
Trashigang 2 36 6 5 6 0 0 0 0
Trashi Yangtse 0 21 2 1 3 0 0 0
Trongsa 3 11 1 1 3 0 0 0 0
Tsirang 0 12 0 2 2 0 0 0 0
Wangdue Phodrang 6 23 0 1 4 0 0 0 0
Zhemgang 0 25 0 2 2 0 0 0 0
Total 47 318 34 62 80 13 1 3 8

Note: Includes SEN Schools. Khaling and Drukgyal, but where to include

Source: Education Management and Information
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Table: 3.8: Number of Students by Type, School level and Dzongkhag, 2024

3 Education

Government Private
R (E:)I::rslg::ms g::; ao?; ;:‘(’:v:r:dary glelgglr?dary g:eil:)enrdary :2:; 1?; ;Z‘::r:dary g:;ggl:dary gleg:;rdary

Schools Schools Schools Schools Schools Schools
Bumthang 42 1,115 947 483 1,287 34 33 9 64
Chhukha 0 0
Phuntsholing Thromde 0 239 0 0 1,479 197 0 0 97
Sﬁtﬂéﬂiﬂng Thromde 15 2,081 0 3,836 2523 130 0 157 93
Dagana 137 1,487 367 1,079 2,272 66 13 31 124
Gasa 50 156 0 169 357 4 9 34
Haa 0 656 518 473 1,131 53 46 20 97
Lhuentse 27 1,135 0 737 1,002 68 0 52 56
Mongar 155 2,217 0 2,523 2,970 163 0 174 203
Paro 0 2612 2,280 1,354 4,276 141 106 62 247
Pema Gatshel 23 1,042 342 1,062 1,245 54 22 93 55
Punakha 58 1,042 1,714 1,593 2,708 55 99 118 131
Samdrup Jongkhar
?ﬁ:gfnrgz Jongkhar 0 1,290 0 0 311 58 0 0 14
JO;:ZLLZT‘Tﬁf‘OmdeZp 95 1,453 251 1,838 1,654 69 13 59 72
Samtse 109 3,061 2,090 1,647 6,025 159 87 9 274
Sarpang
Gelephu Thromde 0 36 1,365 673 779 1 46 44 35
?;:‘;rntg:‘” Gelephu 34 1,558 0 3,039 2,693 48 0 140 169
Thimphu
Thimphu Thromde 0 6,943 2,561 8,254 6,184 299 111 409 275
?;?jrrntg:” Thimphu 0 1,060 60 1,491 1,028 41 3 61 62
Trashigang 39 3,165 1,149 1,804 2,504 200 69 127 171
Trashi Yangtse 0 1814 401 273 1,590 95 21 22 72
Trongsa 36 1,237 375 159 1,216 75 13 9 67
Tsirang 0 1836 0 1,881 1,338 104 0 118 57
Wangdue Phodrang 130 4,325 0 294 2,615 286 0 9 95
Zhemgang 0 1883 0 950 955 151 0 50 88
Total 950 45600 14,420 36512 51,042 2,551 682 1,863 2652

Note: Includes SEN Schools.

Source: Education Management and Information System, MoESD.
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Table 3.10: Number of Students by Grade, 2020 - 2024

3 Education 61

Grade 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Primary grade 94,165 92,621 90,712 88,878 91,759
PP 16,591 12,786 11,247 11,194 11,905
I 12,541 15,918 12,849 11,088 11,166
Il 13,338 12,381 15,539 12,782 11,180
I 12,619 13,077 12,202 15,224 12,988
v 13,465 12,425 15,070 14,672 17,283
\ 13,265 13,081 11,977 12,852 13,071
Vi 12,346 12,953 11,828 11,066 14,166
Lower Secondary grade 25,299 24,210 25,987 28,531 24,069
Vil 12,503 12,054 13,894 13,316 10,693
Vil 12,796 12,156 12,093 15,215 13,376
Middle Secondary grade 26,813 25,892 22,581 19,490 22,757
IX 13,630 12,924 11,733 8,659 13,181
X 13,183 12,968 10,848 10,831 9,576
Higher Secondary school 24,529 25,601 23,213 18,260 17,687
Xl 11,527 12,246 9,438 7,914 8,398
Xl 13,002 13,355 13,775 10,346 9,289
Total 170,806 168,324 162,493 155,159 156,272

Note: Inclusive of SEN (Special Education Needs) students.

Source: Education Management Information System, MoESD.
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CHAPTER 4
LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

The economy of Bhutan is characterized by the
predominance of people engaged in self-employment,
particularly those working in farm. There are also good
deals of small and cottage industries operated from home.
The number of persons working for wages is relatively
small.

Statistics on labour force and its characteristics are not
only vital for planning for human resource development
but also estimating labour demand and supply projections.
Basically, it measures the involvement of people in

Concepts and Definitions:

economic activities. Information related to labour and
employment is essential in identifying the priority sectors.
Furthermore, it is vital for designing government programs
and strategies in order to mobilize country’s labour force
towards economic development and prosperity.

The primary source of data on labour and employment is
the Labour Force Survey, which is now conducted
quarterly, and captures employment in both formal and
informal sector. Other key indicators pertaining to labour
market, civil servant, labour supply and demand are also
included in this chapter.

Working-age population: All Persons aged 15 years and above are included in the working-age population.

Labour force: Total number of persons who are available for the production of goods and services.

Unemployed person: A person who is without work, looking for job and available for job during the reference period.

Employed person: A Person who works as paid employee, own account worker and contributing

Family worker during the reference period.

Job seeker: Job seeker is a person without work and looking for employment.

Job Portal system: It is a web-based online system where job seekers can register to avail services provided by Ministry

of Industry, Commerce and Employment (MoICE).

Placement: Services provided by the MoICE in finding a job for a registered jobseeker.

Labour Force Participation Rate: Total labour force divided by working age population (15 years and above)

Unemployment rate: The proportion of unemployed population to the total labour force

Employment Rate: The proportion of employed population to the total labour force
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Table 4.11: Number of Active Jobseekers Registered in the Bhutan Labour Market
Information System (BLMIS) by Months, 2020 - 2024

Year/Month Male Female Total
2024
January 76 58 134
February 55 97 152
March 55 33 88
April 48 51 99
May 39 46 85
June 44 54 98
July 87 102 189
August 70 68 138
September 46 44 90
October 158 217 375
November 86 93 179
December 167 201 368
2023
January 39 57 96
February 63 73 136
March 71 73 144
April 19 31 50
May 31 40 71
June 91 74 165
July 74 98 172
August 70 70 140
September 39 56 95
October 26 27 53
November 32 32 64
December 36 36 72
2022
January 208 235 443
February 88 82 170
March 197 250 447
April 306 376 682
May 1,913 2,475 4,388
June 1,334 1,698 3,032
July 1,308 1,862 3,170
August 1,345 1,434 2,779
September 742 967 1,709
October 680 921 1,601
November 1,045 1,199 2,244
December 1,736 1,296 3,032
2021
January 52 38 20
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Year/Month Male Female Total
February 192 152 344
March 170 177 347
April 162 289 451
May 132 228 360
June 118 180 298
July 105 137 242
August 261 389 650
September 196 304 500
October 243 406 649
November 250 394 644
December 339 494 833

2020
January 209 262 471
February 192 219 411
March 192 207 399
April 117 78 195
May 21 58 79
June 33 35 68
July 153 169 322
August 98 161 259
September 113 205 318
October 372 536 908
November 118 203 321
December 132 168 300
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Note: Active jobseeker data above represents the number of jobseekers who have registered in that month and
have been actively seeking employment through the BLMIS for the last three months as of 13th January, 2024.

Source: Bhutan Labour Market Information System
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Table 4.12: Number of Job Vacancies by Qualification and Sectors, 2023 - 2024

Governme
Qualification nt/Autono Corporate Private NGOs Overseas Total

mous
Master 50 13 57 0 120
General Graduate 396 220 212 43 ... 873
Technical Graduate 35 64 72 6 177
Diploma 66 43 159 1 269
Certificate 77 98 391 1 567
Class XII 182 113 403 2 700
Class X 10 15 593 7 625
Class IX & Below 332 28 201 1 562
Iliterate 57 4 331 1 393
Other 0 2 1 0 3
Total 1,205 602 2,420 62 4,236 8,525

Note: The overseas vacancies were for qualification above class 10. Overseas vacancy data from the regional Employment
Service Centers (ESCs) is included in the overall total, as the data from the regional ESCs are not categorized by sector

and qualification

Source: Labour Market Information Bulletin, DoEE, MoICE
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Table 4.13: Number of Job Vacancies by Months and Sectors, 2020 - 2024

Year/Month (U Corporate Private NGOs Overseas Total
onomous

2024
January 117 57 195 2 490 861
February 12 68 84 9 71 244
March 176 16 150 4 140 486
April 412 134 243 0 43 832
May 100 9 182 4 144 439
June 85 14 255 6 279 639
July
August
September
October
November
December

2023
January
February
March
April
May
June
July 40 32 178 9 712 971
August 85 48 424 11 357 925
September 62 36 243 1 768 1,110
October 57 56 277 7 124 521
November 48 40 69 4 830 991
December 11 92 120 5 278 506

2022
January 13 4 35 0 0 52
February 8 0 27 0 119 154
March 1 12 17 0 908 938
April 523 72 35 0 346 976
May 74 35 32 1 20 162
June 8 1 22 0 445 476
July 119 12 86 0 639 856
August 118 32 66 2 1,075 1,293
September 81 8 87 1 902 1,079
October 263 6 239 2 772 1,282
November 284 21 86 0 1,298 1,689
December 102 14 107 2 233 458
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Year/Month (ST Corporate Private NGOs Overseas Total
onomous

2021
January 12 5 19 0 0 36
February 44 16 37 0 0 97
March 28 2 21 0 0 51
April 26 0 22 1 0 49
May 5 7 5 0 0 17
June 15 27 22 3 0 67
July 12 10 4 1 0 27
August 13 33 35 0 0 81
September 0 0 12 0 0 12
October 30 0 17 0 825 872
November 8 19 3 0 1,334 1,364
December 18 14 41 2 560 635

2020
January 40 98 106 6 162 412
February 370 82 97 15 200 764
March 84 28 194 2 112 420
April 58 5 91 0 8 162
May 22 287 170 0 0 479
June 1,023 1 21 0 0 1,045
July 27 655 71 0 0 753
August 11 7 84 0 0 102
September 11 45 10 0 0 66
October 424 2,017 52 0 0 2,493
November 53 28 111 1 0 193
December 81 13 36 0 0 130

Note: In the past years, regional ESCs lacked this data, which is also absent in sector-wise breakdowns. Hence, the data is now

presented in monthly regional ESCs.

Source: Labour Market Information Bulletin, DoEE, MoICE
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Table 4.14: Number of Placements by Months and Sectors, 2020 - 2024

Year/Month (S8 T Corporate Private NGOs Overseas Total
onomous

2024
January 15 28 58 1 198 300
February 6 22 35 0 225 288
March 43 4 110 1 114 272
April 39 15 77 1 131 263
May 52 34 165 4 128 383
June 55 6 136 0 87 284
July
August
September
October
November
December

2023
January
February
March
April
May
June
July 19 7 69 2 156 253
August 24 51 119 0 132 326
September 238 0 90 0 156 484
October 40 20 103 0 86 249
November 61 38 55 0 137 291
December 24 0 60 0 128 212

2022
January 45 1 7 0 72 125
February 16 0 0 0 74 90
March 18 0 0 0 157 175
April 147 8 28 1 373 557
May 29 3 1 1 287 321
June 349 25 2 0 208 584
July 165 8 18 0 117 308
August 199 8 16 0 114 337
September 321 8 21 1 273 624
October 190 31 201 1 132 555
November 221 19 119 20 191 570
December 297 9 204 1 150 661
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Year/Month SO LA Corporate Private NGOs Overseas Total
onomous

2021
January 0 4 0 0 0 4
February 33 27 0 0 0 60
March 224 31 2 0 0 257
April 211 42 4 0 0 257
May 82 5 16 0 0 103
June 104 4 23 0 15 146
July 60 4 0 0 6 70
August 147 32 52 0 0 231
September 4 3 13 0 55 112
October 232 1 12 0 38 283
November 205 0 0 0 74 279
December 24 91 21 1 114 251

2020
January 132 37 150 2 178 499
February 49 68 209 0 60 386
March 138 9 63 0 28 238
April 42 8 5 1 0 56
May 45 3 4 0 0 52
June 1 9 2 0 0 12
July 3 7 0 0 0 10
August 13 1 0 0 106 120
September 7 18 0 0 46 71
October 42 48 1 0 25 116
November 52 28 1 0 0 81
December 207 51 0 0 0 258

Note: In the past years, the regional ESCs lacked this data, which is also absent in sector-wise breakdowns. Hence, the data is now
presented by months for the regional ESCs.

Source: Labour Market Information Bulletin, DoEE, MoICE
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Table 4.15: Number of Overseas Placements by Qualification, 2019/2020 - 2023/2024

4 Labour & Employment | 85

Qualifcation 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 2023/2024
Master 0 0 13 0 0
General Graduate 156 0 211 176 62
Technical Graduate 0 0 3 0 0
Diploma 0 0 20 12 5
Certificate 0 0 2 1 0
Class Xl 966 3 814 1,147 1,040
Class X 156 13 331 727 571
Not available 0 177 59 0 0
Total 1,278 193 1,453 2,063 1,678
Note:  The placements facilitated by MFAET during covid pandemic did not capture the qualification
Source: Labour Market Information Bulletin, DoEE, MolCE
Table 4.16: Number of Foreign Workers Approved by Major Occupation, 2023 - 2024
Major Occupation Total
Managers
1,251
Professionals
3,058
Technicians and Associate Professionals
8267
Clerical support workers
68
Service and sales workers
1436
Skilled Agricultural, Forestry and Fishery 34
Craft and related trade workers
123,323
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
10,805
Elementary Occupation
2,921
Total 151,163

Source: Labour MarketNet System, MoICE, Thimphu
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5 Land Use & Agriculture

CHAPTER 5
LAND USE AND AGRICULTURE

Agricultural practices have changed tremendously over
the years. Until a decade ago, agriculture was
practiced on a subsistence basis. Whatever was
produced on the farm was consumed having little or no
marketable surplus. The farm production was
supplemented by keeping different kinds of domestic
animals such as cattle for draught and milking purpose,
chicken for eggs and pigs for meat etc.

However, nowadays, owing to the improved network of
road accessibility and transportation in the country,
increasing number of farms are shifting from
subsistence-based farming to commercial agriculture.
Strategies to increase livestock and crop production
include intensifying farm mechanization, land
development and fallow land reversion, introducing
climate and disaster resilient crop varieties, mitigating
human wildlife conflict through adoption of innovative
technologies, promoting value addition and Renewal
Natural Resources (RNR) enterprise development, and
etc.

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025

In order to fulfill the aspiration of food security and self-
sufficiency in the country, it is imperative to use the
coherent RNR statistics that will provide realistic
picture of country’s food situation. The availability of
RNR statistics also serves as the basis for making
evidence-based programs and policy decisions.

Presented in this chapter therefore include statistics on
agricultural area, quantity of crop produced and
livestock population and production, inputs distributed
and its price, etc.
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Table 5.1: Number of Agriculture and Livestock Centres, 2020 - 2024

Infrastructure 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Agriculture Centres

Agriculture Extension Centre 209 205 202 201 201
National Seed Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Seed Centre 4 4 4 4 4
Seed Production Farms 4 4 4 4 4
Fertilizer Store 1 1 1 1 1
National Plant Protection Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Agriculture Machinery and Technology Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Mushroom Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Agriculture Research and Development Centres (includes 3 3 3 4 4
Agriculture Research and Development Sub-Centres 5 5 5 4 4
Soil and Plant Analytical Laboratory 1 1 1 1 1
Agricultural Marketing Centres

National Post Harvest Centre 1 1

Regional Post Harvest Centre 4 4 4 4 3
Large Market Facility (LMF) NA NA 1 NA 3
Integrated Cold Storage (includes cold stores, mini cold stores NA NA 2 NA 23
Field Pack House (FPH) NA NA 3 NA 4
Roadside Market Facility (RMF) NA NA 1 NA 2
Ginger Processing Unit (GPU) NA NA 1 NA 1
Livestock Centres

National Dairy Development Centre (NDDC) 1 1 1
National Livestock Research Centres 7 7 1 1 1
National Center for Animal Health 1 1 1

Dzongkhag Veterinary Hospitals 20 20 20 20 20
Regional Livestock Development Centres 4 4 1 1 1
National Veterinary Hospital 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Veterinary Hospital and Epidemiology Centre 3 3 3 3 3
Satellite Veterinary Laboratory 4 4 1 1 1
Biological Production Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Liquid Nitrogen Centre 2 2 2 2 2
Semen Processing Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Highland Development Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Livestock Central Store 1 1 1 1 1
National Poultry Development Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Development Centre for Animal Nutrition 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Centre for Animal Nutrition 1 1 1 1 1
National Research & Development Centre for Riverine & Lake 1 1 1 1 1
National Piggery Development Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Development Centre for Aquaculture 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Centre for Aquaculture 1 1 1 1 1
National Cattle Breeding Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Cattle Breeding Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Poultry Breeding Centre 1 1 1 1 1
Regional Pig & Poultry Breeding Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Mithun Breeding Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Sheep Farm 1 1 1 1 1
National Nucleus Pig Breeding Centre 1 1 1 1 1
National Equine Farm 1 1 1 1 1
National Yak Farm 1 1 1 1 1
National Mastiff Breeding Farm 1 1 1 1 1

Source: Dept. of Agriculture (DoA), Dept. of Livestock (Dol) and Dept. of Agriculture Marketing and Cooperatives (DAMC), Ministry of
Agriculture and Livestock (MoAL)
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(Volume in MT)
2022/2023 2023/2024

5 8 o 5a 8§ g

®© Q = - ® Q = -
_— 5 © o) X 8 ~ _— 5 © o X 8 =~
Dzongkhag Iz g g 2 o -g_& 8 g 25 o o -g_&
= Lo 2 o0 oA = L) 2 o an
S 9 5o ® m ol 5 2 B o ® m of

(77] c £ e £ n c £ s £

7 o = o 7 o = o

s s
Bumthang 36.85 138.57 176.70 0.00 0.00 0.00] 33.80 10450 175.00 0.35 0.00 0.00
Chhukha 122,05 37.45 0.0 0.00 0.00 0.00| 87.00 4046 050 0.0 0.00 0.00
Dagana 835 849 050 050 0.00 0.00| 2890 900 025 0.00 0.00 0.00
Gasa 000 000 000 0.00 0.00 000/ 000 000 000 000 0.00 0.00
Haa 36.15 19.49 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00] 2350 23.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Lhuentse 025 47.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00| 200 4698 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Monggar 19.50 26.28 0.5 0.00 0.00 0.00| 3853 2538 075 0.00 0.00 0.00
Paro 120.18 100.09 3.20 0.00 0.02 0.00| 136.50 86.04 3.50 0.60 0.13 0.00
Pema Gatshel 000 0.00 000 0.00 0.00 000 335 000 000 000 0.00 0.00
Punakha 50.90 9871 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00] 81.98 9450 150 0.00 0.00 0.00
Samtse 103 133 000 0.00 0.00 0.00| 500 450 000 000 0.00 0.00
Sarpang 815 47.94 430 310 0.00 0.00| 29.90 47.97 425 7.05 0.00 0.00
Samdrup 015 000 0.00 0.00 0.00 000/ 000 000 000 000 0.00 0.00
Jongkhar
Thimphu 63.50 84.52 28.10 0.90 0.06 0.00| 104.60 84.96 2655 2.65 0.13 0.00
Trashigang 105.45 164.71 17.50 0.00 0.00 0.00| 111.68 129.27 7.20 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tashi Yangtse 2853 90.01 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00| 51.40 87.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Trongsa 423 963 000 0.00 0.00 000 650 3591 050 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tsirang 598 16.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00| 2023 17.96 0.0 0.00 0.00 0.00
Wangdue 537.35 109.59 83.65 0.00 0.00 0.00| 411.23 99.99 8840 0.00 0.00 0.00
Phodrang

Zhemgang 000 000 0.00 0.00 0.00 000/ 000 000 000 000 0.00 0.00
Total 1,148.58 999.86 318.60 4.50 0.08 0.00|1,176.08 938.37 311.40 10.65 0.26 0.00

Source: National Seed Centre , MoAL
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Table 5.4: Dzongkhag wise area of land under different agricultural landuse, 2019

(Acres)
RNR Census 2019 (in acres)
Dzongkhag
Chuzhing Kamzhing Orchards
Bumthang 3.30 9,612.00 3.00
Chhukha 1,934.85 14,985.00 734.19
Dagana 3,745.84 11,641.00 627.39
Gasa 197.71 646.00
Haa 171.72 4,362.00 280.06
Lhuentse 1,781.44 4,688.00 31.00
Monggar 1,330.56 17,525.00 27.00
Paro 2,911.89 5,426.00 296.50
Pema Gatshel 348.24 16,409.00 1,086.68
Punakha 6,488.36 1,653.00 28.00
Samdrup Jonkhar 1,779.53 16,023.00 430.90
Samtse 6,666.93 20,726.00 2,193.26
Sarpang 4,512.94 10,398.00 2,156.85
Thimphu 421.18 1,692.00 102.30
Trashigang 2217,14 15,372.00 36.00
Trashi Yangtse 1,500.56 4,948.00 32.35
Trongsa 1,718.04 4,849.00 64.00
Tsirang 3,851.58 8,029.00 805.14
Wandue Phodrang 4,218.30 4,564.00 13.00
Zhemgang 1,595.48 11,985.00 144.20
Total 47,395.59 185,533.00 9,091.82

Sourece: Agriculture Statistics Division, NSB
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Table 5.9: Average Retail Price of Farm Products at Kaja Throm/Centenary Farmers' Market (CFM), Thimphu
by Type, 2020 - 2024

(Nu. per kg)
Farm Products 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Vegetables
Asparagus 122.95 268.00 148.330 120.000 130.000
Bamboo shoot 130.00 100.000
Bean (Flat Type) 130.00 151.00 137.140 150.000 120.000
Bean (Round Type) 130.00 151.00 137.140 100.000 140.000
Bean (Long Type) 130.00 151.00 137.140
Bitter Gourd 95.36 89.00 77.460 60.000 120.000
Brinjal 73.00 72.400 35.000 120.000
Broccoli 103.05 96.00 101.050 80.000 60.000
Cabbage 41.25 44.00 59.140 40.000 100.000
Carrot 71.65 77.00 92.280 80.000 100.000
Cauliflower 128.15 132.00 136.850 150.000 130.000
Chilli dry (Big) 223.63 222.00 143.560 150.000 150.000
Chilli dry (Small) 320.11 335.00 169.090 270.000 270.000
Coriander 35.00 30.00 40.000 30.000
Cucumber 77.09 85.00 90.140 80.000 140.000
Garlic 291.85 259.00 228.910 300.000 200.000
Ginger 173.69 94.00 95.360 180.000 120.000
Mushroom (Oyster) 256.00 190.280 120.000 320.000
Mushroom (shitaake) 450.00 110.000 200.000
Onion 74.02 58.00 47.160 50.000 80.000
Peas 150.00 116.00 132.080 100.000 120.000
Potato 45.22 43.00 39.510 50.000 60.000
Pumpkin 46.22 45.00 39.660 40.000 45.000
Radish 35.46 42.00 44110 50.000 40.000
Spinich {saag) 60.00 40.00 80.750 40.000 30.000
Squash 65.00 60.00 40.000 60.000
Tomato 88.14 85.00 68.420 50.000 140.000
Turnip 35.98 40.00 49.220 40.000 50.000
Fruits
Apple 167.00 198.00 176.750 200.000 300.000
Avocado 446.00 515.00 399.120 400.000 400.000
Banana(dozen) 53.00 111.00 109.080 80.000 120.000
Guava 110.00 60.000 80.000
Lemon 400.000
Mango 169.00 219.00 248.280 200.000 150.000
Orange 98.00 156.00 178.960 100.000 150.000
Papaya 120.00
Passion Fruit
Pear 170.00 150.000 250.000
Pineapple (pcs) 75.00 50.000 100.000

Source: Department of Agriculture Marketing and Cooperatives, MoAL

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025



5 Land Use & Agriculture 107

Table 5.10: Price of Seeds and Seedling, 2020/21 - 2024/25

Cereals and Oil Seeds Unit 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Cereals

Maize (Y/pa, S/phangma, C/karpa) 5 kg/bag 26.00 30.00 32.00 32.00 32.00
Maize (P3377) 4kgs bag 267.00 267.00 267.00 0.00 0.00
Maize (P344) 2 kg /pkt 267.00 267.00 267.00 0.00 0.00
Paddy (BRK-1 & 2, BK-1 & 2) 20 kg/bag 40.00 40.00 40.00 40.00 40.00
Paddy (Bajo Maap) 20 kg/bag 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00
Paddy (Bajo kaap-1&2 & IR-64) 20 kg/bag 45.00 45.00 44.00 45.00 45.00
Paddy (No.K/Map, YRK-1 & 2 and Yrm) 20 kg/bag 71.00 71.00 71.00 71.00 71.00
Wheat (Sonalika, Baj & Agreem) 20 kg/bag 38.00 59.00 59.00 59.00 59.00
Dhaincha 20 kg/bag 61.00 61.00 65.00 61.00 61.00
Mustard (M-27) 5 kg /Bag 90.00 90.00 113.00 113.00 113.00
Soya bean (Lebi -1) 10 kg/bag 86.00 86.00 86.00 71.00 132.00
Vegetable Seeds

Beans Borlotto 50 g pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Beans Borlotto 500 g pkt 95.00 95.00 95.00 95.00 95.00
Beans (Top crop/borlotto) 50 gm/pkt 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00
Beetroot (DDR} 10 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Beetroot (DDR}) 500 g pkt 489.00 489.00 489.00 489.00 489.00
Bitter Gourd (Hybrid) 10 gm/pkt 32.00 32.00 32.00 32.00 32.00
Bottle Gourd (Hybrid) 10 gm/pkt 32.00 32.00 32.00 32.00 32.00
Brinjal (PP Long) 10 gm/pkt 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00
Broccoli (Centauro) 10 gm/pkt 255.00 255.00 280.00 317.00 324.00
Broccoli (Dessico - OP) 10 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 18.00 18.00
Bunching Onion (No-21) 10 gm/pkt 25.00 25.00 25.00 25.00 30.00
Cabbage-Hybrid green coronet 10 g pkt 153.00 156.00 172.00 193.00 197.00
Cabbage -Hybrid (BC & GC) 10 gm/pkt 156.00 170.00 186.00 210.00 215.00
Cabbage (Golden Acre) 10 gm/pkt 41.00 33.00 33.00 33.00 0.00
Carrot (ASC - Hybrid) 50 gm/pkt 500.00 509.00 563.00 631.00 639.00
Carrot (N. Kuroda) 10 gm/pkt 22.00 22.00 22.00 22.00 29.00
Carrot (N. Kuroda) 500 g pkt 0.00 836.00 836.00 836.00 1160.00
Cauliflower (Hybrid) 10 gm/pkt 202.00 202.00 222.00 251.00 256.00
Cauliflower (K.early/K.late) 10 gm/pkt 19.00 19.00 19.00 19.00 19.00
Chilli 4884 7 gpkt 0.00 321.00 321.00 336.00 336.00
Chilli -sitara gold 7 g pkt 0.00 0.00 0.00 481.00 481.00
Chilli-IR-8 (Indian) 10 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
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Cereals and Oil Seeds Unit 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Chilli (Sha ema)) 10 gm/pkt 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00
Chinese Cabbage 10 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 0.00 0.00
Coriander (Local) 10 gm/pkt 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00
Cucumber (Frontier) 10 gm/pkt 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Cucumber (S. Genchu) 10 gm/pkt 23.00 23.00 23.00 23.00 23.00
Cucumber (santon No 1) 10 gm/pkt 29.00 29.00 29.00 29.00 29.00
Garlic (Local) 10 gm/pkt 195.00 195.00 195.00 195.00 195.00
Ginger (Local) 10 gm/pkt 96.00 96.00 96.00 96.00 96.00
Japanese Green (Mibuna) 10 gm/pkt 15.00 15.00 15.00 20.00 30.00
Japanese Green (Taisai) 10 gm/pkt 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 20.00
Ladies Finger (PS) 10 gm/pkt 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00
Lettuce (Great Lake) 5 gm/pkt 29.00 29.00 29.00 29.00 29.00
Sag (Him Beauty) 10 gm/pkt 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00
Onion (OP/ B-Red) 10 gm/pkt 22.00 22.00 22.00 22.00 22.00
Onion (OP/ B-Red) 500 gm pkt 0.00 837.00 837.00 837.00 837.00
Onion (Pune Red) 10 gm/pkt 25.00 25.00 20.00 25.00 25.00
Onion (Pune Red) 500 g pkt 0.00 953.00 953.00 953.00 953.00
Peas (Mr. Rig). Hybrid 50 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Peas (Usui/Arkel) 50 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Beans (Pole bean white) 50 gm/pkt 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00
Pumpkin (T-Kabuta) 10 gm/pkt 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00
Radish (Ivory white) 10 gm/pkt 11.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Radish (Minowase) 10 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Radish (Tokinashi) 10 gm/pkt 11.00 20.00 20.00 25.00 25.00
Spinach All (Green/Beet) 10 gm/pkt 20.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Squaush (Zuccini) 10 gm/pkt 13.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00
Tomato-Cosmic 5 g pkt 0.00 0.00 536.00 204.00 234.00
Tomato-Garv 5 g pkt 0.00 0.00 0.00 203.00 203.00
Tomato (PS-61) 5 gm/pkt 122.00 122.00 122.00 122.00 122.00
Tomato (Ratan/Roma) 5 gm/pkt 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 18.00
Turnip (PTWG) 10 gm/pkt 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
Water melon (Sugar Baby) 10 gm/pkt 22.00 22.00 22.00 0.00 0.00
Water melon (Black ball)) 10 gm/pkt 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 93.00
Water melon (Kabuki) 10 gm/pkt 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 81.00
Potato Red (Desiree) 50 kg/bag 32.00 32.00 31.00 28.00 28.00
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Cereals and Oil Seeds Unit 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

Potato White varieties 150 kg/bag 26.00 28.00 28.00 28.00 28.00

Temperate fruit seedlings

Almond (Kagzi) Number 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 130.00
Apple (All Varieties) Number 90.00 90.00 90.00 90.00 110.00
Apricot (Shakharpara) Number 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 120.00
Asparagus seedlings (MW) Number 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 5.00
Cherry (Seneka/Jabouny) Number 90.00 90.00 90.00 90.00 130.00
Chestnut (Jeuphu-1) Number 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00
Peach (N-wase/S-Hakuto) Number 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 120.00
Pear (Hosui/Kosui/Chujoro/William) Number 96.00 96.00 96.00 96.00 115.00
Persimmon (Fuyu/Jiro) Number 125.00 125.00 125.00 125.00 145.00
Plum (Santarosa/Stanley) Number 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 120.00
Straw berry (Chandler) Number 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 20.00
Walnut (Grafted - Kagzi) Number 205.00 205.00 205.00 205.00 315.00
Kiwi grafted Number 0.00 0.00 0.00 120.00 150.00

Subtropical fruit seedlings

Areca nut (Bhur S-1) Number 55.00 55.00 55.00 55.00 89.00
Avocado (Hasa/Pink caton) Number 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00
Banana (Chinichampa/Jahaji) Number 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00
Cardamom (Seedling multiplied) Number 10.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cardamom (through seeds) Number 10.00 11.00 9.00 9.00 10.00
Mandarin Orange (grafted) Number 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 145.00
Mandarin Orange (seedlings) Number 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 60.00
Gauva (L-49) Number 45.00 45.00 45.00 45.00 50.00
Jack fruit (Bhur S-1) Number 21.00 21.00 21.00 35.00 35.00
Litchi (E-Bedana/Shahi) Number 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00
Mango graft (Langra/DS/AP/CH) Number 85.00 85.00 85.00 95.00 115.00
Papaya Number 23.00 23.00 23.00 40.00 40.00
Passion fruit (Local) Number 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 30.00
Pine apple (Sugar baby) Number 25.00 25.00 24.00 24.00 35.00
Pomegranate (Bedana) Number 50.00 50.00 46.00 46.00 49.00
Macadamia seedling Number 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 180.00
Pecannut seedling Number 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 145.00

Source: National Seed Centre, MoAL
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Table 5.11: Number of Livestock by Type, 2020 - 2024

Animal breed 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Livestock
Brown Swiss pure breed 133 346
6,637 7,382 5,456

Brown Swiss cross breed 4,112 4,638
Buffalo 398 385 331 422 412
Doeb-Doebum 9,290 7,244 5,839 6,002 5,609
Doethra-Doethram 11,248 14,084 8,787 7,549 9,843
Holsten-Friesian breed 1,056 1,007 656 1,127 782
Jaba 2,443 4,008 9,627 4,289 5,037
Jatsha-Jatsam 27,009 26,951 23,379 18,593 18,721
Jersey Pure breed 4,674 6,967

90,735 87,296 79,798
Jersey Cross breed 108,676 109,167
Mithun 390 347 300 263 199
Nublang-Thrabum 86,807 98,840 90,809 72,965 75,785
Yak 40,897 38,642 30,328 29,699 29,432
Yangku-Yangkum 25,567 22,192 18,428 17,394 17,407
Zo-Zom 10,680 11,161 7,435 7,584 8,560
Other Livestock
Equine 14,649 12,418 11,665 11,148 10,499
Pig 17,577 22,954 33,082 29,625 34,059
Poultry 1,383,714 1,384,449 975,152 819,335 924,488
Sheep 10,793 10,694 10,024 9,411 9,176
Goat 44,119 59,577 56,004 60,798 55,803

Note: I-Eigure includes the number of livestock in Livestock Government Farms. * I-Eigure for Brown
Swiss pure breed and cross breed and ** Jersey Pure breed and Cross breed are recorded

together in 2022-2024

Source: Agricultural Statistics Division, NSB
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Poultry Sheep Goat
Dzongkhag
2022 2023  2024| 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Bumthang 8,035 2,098 790 185 145 125 77 82 1 20 20 24 40
Chhukha 143,245 88,833 114,822 | 525 629 699 650 658 | 5372 8397 7,151 7,845 5510
Dagana 71,005 74,461 57,865 48 77 91 117  111| 7,668 9,806 11,073 13,112 11,939
Gasa 564 330 235 0 21 54 0 1 1 3 4 1 0
Haa 10,281 2,168 1,931 0 0 0 0 0 31 50 48 20 91
Lhuentse 10,243 9,984 10,310 93 36 44 22 0 28 13 18 11 10
Monggar 32,618 27,290 34,223 2 1 2 1 0 46 29 44 57 57
Paro 25,028 237258 18,121 3 1 0 0 0 69 68 24 29 21
Pema Gatshel 19,658 11,392 25,228 0 0 0 0 0 11 33 38 19 11
Punakha 11,022 10,309 8,739 9 160 6 0 216 226 220 121 54 103
Samdrup Jongkhar | 30,188 21,091 23,126 30 80 90 68 56| 1,702 1,294 1,307 1,382 1,352
Samtse 163,767 125,018 164,414 | 4,932 5820 5465 5,854 5,367 | 16,127 23,704 20,025 19,105 18,193
Sarpang 167,914 164,740 180,834 | 540 646 588 697 903 | 4,438 6,076 5487 7,412 7,429
Thimphu 14,200 27,257 23,249 1 0 0 3 0 29 36 27 22 16
Trashigang 20,560 17,060 19,344 | 2,554 1,881 1,642 1,219 996 209 196 147 106 84
Trashi Yangtse 9,425 7,328 4,348 1 1 0 0 0 40 21 19 21 16
Trongsa 14,758 16,644 8,645| 162 136 158 25 20 24 68 73 39 60
Tsirang 188,549 132,106 165,708 49 47 37 54 22| 7,967 8994 10,093 11,318 10,489
Wangdue Phodrang| 15,495 19,583 8,124 | 1,449 757 770 426 351 49 273 250 132 273
Zhemgang 14,267 20,321 26,468 3 0 0 0 0 21 105 35 68 52
Total 970,822 801,271 896,524 | 10,586 10,447 9,771 9,213 8,783 | 44,059 59,406 56,004 60,777 55,746
Source: Agricultural Statistics Division, NSB
Table 5.13: Dairy and Livestock Production by Type, 2020 - 2024
(Metric tonne)
Livestock Products 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Milk 58,197.2 54,654.1 42,254.9 43,828.5 44,037.7
Butter 2,096.7 1,929.5 1,508.1 1,727.5 1,694.7
Cheese 4,219.1 3,154.3 2,382.2 2,326.3 2,584.4
Beef 696.8 1,016.3 1,822.2 1,474.8 1,270.6
Pork 878.6 699.8 1,231.8 1,590.5 1,555.5
Chicken 1,835.4 1,865.5 993.6 1165.1 1208.2
Fish 181.6 193.0 36.5 43.3 58.0
Chevon 295.7 161.7 173.7 230.7 210.0
Egg (in million) 172.5 133.3 101.0 85.7 98.2
Honey 44.2 43.2 37.3 41.8 55.0
Wool 5.7 5.8 21.2 8.7 10.8

Note: Figures includes production from livestock government farms.

Source: Agricultural Statistics Division, NSB
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118 5 Land Use & Agriculture
Dzongkhag Egg (in '000) Honey Wool

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024| 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024|2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Bumthang 901.5 706.0 2093.2 360.4 38.6 96 102 113 76 189 02 01 12 02 04
Chhukha 5843.8 4244.6 4645.9 2073.0 5732.7 3.3 2.8 2.9 4.4 51 02 02 03 03 05
Dagana 4550.0 2997.5 3152.6 2781.3 2162.2 4.7 2.9 4.0 4.8 42| 00 00 00 01 01
Gasa 332.0 86.1 51.1 45.2 50.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00/ 00 00 07 07 14
Haa 1330.4 17711 1210.8 653.0 177.7 0.6 1.6 0.1 0.3 03] 00 00 01 01 03
Lhuentse 4886.2 22431 1117.4 1087.2 1133.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00/ 00 00 01 01 00
Monggar 9204 .1 6315.8 5220.3 3710.2 3284.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00|/ 00 00 00 0.0 0.0
Paro 15388.5 6874.0 4297.2 2884.4 3108.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0/ 00 00 03 0.0 06
Pema Gatshel 3022.5 4402.3 4425.6 2720.1 2898.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 01 00 00 00 0.0 0.0
Punakha 2829.4  2091.6 11104 1847.4 1479.9 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.0 00/ 00 00 00 00 0.2
Samdrup Jongkhar 8098.8 5408.9 23039 1857.3 3094.1 1.3 0.8 0.7 0.9 08/ 00 00 00 0.0 00
Samtse 7453.4  9053.9 15027.9 12911.5 14459.8 5.9 8.1 94 112 115/ 19 28 56 38 3.2
Sarpang 48024.1 38093.3 22241.4 18811.6 21124.1| 12.6 13.0 3.6 6.6 72| 01 00 03 01 03
Thimphu 10081.5 4312.2 2658.2 3255.7 25422 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 00/ 02 01 52 08 07
Trashigang 6001.6 5535.0 3668.9 2619.3 3994.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00| 14 20 24 14 21
Trashi Yangtse 3809.3 2487.0 838.9 471.9 729.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00/ 00 00 00 00 01
Trongsa 1234.5 17321 3719.5 3237.7 15811 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 12 01 02 01 0.0
Tsirang 27654.3 26629.5 18393.6 16163.8 20637.0 4.3 3.2 4.8 5.6 64| 00 00 00 00 0.0
Wangdue Phodrang 4176.5 4072.7 20551 1637.8 880.8 1.6 0.0 0.0 0.1 02/ 02 04 45 08 04
Zhemgang 4385.5 1870.8 1775.8 2237.8 4942.8 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 00/ 00 00 00 00 0.0
Total 169207.9 130927.6 100007.5 81366.7 94053.2| 44.2 432 371 418 548| 55 58 209 8.5 104

Source: Agricultural Statistics Division, NSB
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5 Land Use & Agriculture

Table 5.15: Imports and Sales of Food ltems by Food Corporation of Bhutan, 2020 - 2024

(Metric tonne)

Commodity 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Imports
Rice 26,309.5 19,707.8 22,807.9 19,022.4 16,624.6
Sugar 1,220.4 1,267.6 1,843.6 934.2 1,340.7
Salt 1,0038.2 894.9 881.4 819.5 779.6
Edible Oil 3,201.7 2,238.3 2,546.2 1,730.3 2,587.9
Pulses 1,089.7 1,666.8 2,366.9 1,346.7 1,392.5
Maida 936.7 973.0 811.9 725.8 718.8
Atta 329.4 325.5 223.0 175.9 135.7
Sales
Rice 18,518.2 23,349.0 18,753.6 18,104.1 16,273.8
Sugar 1,178.4 1,138.0 1,812.6 1,107.1 1,322.9
Salt 849.7 903.0 867.7 805.9 808.5
Edible Oil 2,905.0 2,294.0 1,876.8 1,664.6 2,401.5
Pulses 688.9 1,610.0 1,480.7 1,395.0 1,926.6
Maida 931.0 996.0 721.9 642.8 766.3
Atta 348.1 330.0 205.9 161.8 153.9

Note: The import figures include purchases made for school feeding supplies

Source: Food Corporation of Bhutan, Phuentsholing.

Table 5.16: Major Agriculture Commodities Auctioned by Food Corporation of Bhutan, 2020 - 2024

(Metric tonne)

Commodity 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Potatoes 2,753.0 3,764.7 11,737.4 19,263.36 11,093.23
Vegetables 3,160.9 930.9 1,426.2 2,346.80 2,975.85
Apples 0.0 0.0 5.7 25.00 9.77
Oranges 429 102.7 246.5 164.76 161.87
Pulses 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
Spices 289.6 43.7 3,480.1 229.37 184.81
Arecanut 546.8 1,046.3 138.0 225.98 1,302.05
Apricot 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Peach 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.04 0.32
Plum 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.05 0.04
Pear 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.22
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6 Environment

Chapter 6
ENVIROMENT

The conservation of environment is one of the
four pillars of Bhutan’s development philosophy
of Gross National Happiness (GNH). Accordingly,
the Royal Government of Bhutan (RGoB) has
been putting concerted efforts in protecting the
environment and the priority has been on the
sustainable use of natural resources in all its
policies, plans and programs.

Bhutan’s economy is dependent on the
environment and natural resources primarily
through agricultural production and hydropower.
Within this context, sustainable development
requires management of the complex array of
forces on the natural environment that have
accompanied economic development in recent
years. These forces include, population pressure,
agricultural development, land use change,
hydropower development, mineral development
industrialization, urbanization, tourism,
competition for available land, road construction
and provision of other physical infrastructure
associated with  social and economic
development. Such forces have given rise to a
number of key environmental issues that Bhutan
now faces.

Statistical Yearbook of Bhutan: 2025

The major environmental issues currently faced
are: land degradation, loss of biodiversity,
increased pollutions, waste management,
urbanization and industrial development.
Addressing these issues to achieve sustainable
development is a major challenge to the country.
In order to address these issues, the
comprehensive statistics on environment is
crucial for proper planning and formulation of
policies to improve the state of Environment in the
country.

The chapter on Environment Statistics gives
some general statistics on atmosphere, land

cover and use, climate and weather,
hydrographic  characteristics, geological &
geographic information, biodiversity and forests.
It also gives statistics on extraction & trade of
minerals, production & use of energy, land use,
timber resources & their use, crops, livestock,
water resources, emissions of greenhouse
gases, occurrence & impact of natural extreme
events & disasters, urban & rural population,
water & sanitation, other urban habitat concerns
and government environmental protection &
resource management expenditures.



Table 6.1: Number of Forestry Centres, 2020 - 2024

6 Environment 121

Forestry Centres 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Functional Divisions 7 7 4 4 4
Divisional Forest Office 14 14 14 14 14
Range Offices 75 74 75 74 74
Beat Office 85 86 98 90 90
Forest Check Posts 39 452 44 3g? 28°
Protected areas (Parks & sanctuaries) 10 10 10 10 10
Forest Management unit 21 21 21 21 21
Biological Corridors 8 88 8 9 9

Note: #18 Forest Checkpost & 20 Integrated Checkposts and ® Forest Checkpost: 9 and Integrated Check Post:19
Source: Department of Forest and Park Services (DoFPS), MOENR

Table 6.2: Land Use and Cover by Area, 2020

Land cover class Area (km?) Area (%)
Forests 26,414.32 68.80
Alpine Scrubs 3,411.81 8.89
Snow and Glacier 1,852.95 4.83
Rocky Outcrops 1,736.18 4.52
Meadows 1,685.34 4.39
Shrubs 1,576.40 411

Agriculture Land 1,137.92 2.96
Water Bodies 233.54 0.61

Moraines 164.12 0.43
Built up 96.83 0.25
Sandy Bank 48.49 0.13
Landslides 26.42 0.07
Non Built up 9.68 0.03
Total 38,394.00 100.00

Source: Department of Surveying and Mapping (DoSAM), National Land Commission Secretariat

(NLCS)
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Table 6.4: Dzongkhag Wise Forest Cover, 2023 (NFI, 2022)

Dzongkhag Dzongkhag 'l(\;le:; Forest Area (Ha) Forest Cover (%)
Bumthang 269,091.2 142,024.0 53.7
Chhukha 186,149.3 162,878.8 91.0
Dagana 170,607.9 153,375.4 90.5
Gasa 310,397.8 65,468.3 20.6
Haa 188,635.3 123,545.1 64.5
Lhuentse 283,090.6 179,509.9 62.6
Monggar 192,536.0 171,326.4 90.1
Paro 127,461.3 74,707.8 58.2
Pema Gatshel 101,216.7 88,699.0 88.9
Punakha 109,878.0 88,699.0 80.0
Samdrup Jongkhar 185,881.5 172,118.3 91.3
Samtse 129,216.0 99,786.4 78.8
Sarpang 163,928.1 144,927.9 88.0
Thimphu 177,840.7 81,5714 45.2
Trashigang 218,253.3 162,878.8 75.1
Trashi Yangtse 143,496.3 81,835.4 57.4
Trongsa 179,607.4 146,775.7 82.0
Tsirang 63,163.3 54,380.9 81.8
Wangdue Phordang 399,640.9 258,969.4 65.1
Zhemgang 239,308.5 223,067.5 93.9

Note: National Forest Inventory (NFI), 2022
Source: Department of Forest and Park Services (DoFPS), MOENR
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Table 6.5: Proportion of Geographical Area by Agro-Ecological Zones and Dzongkhag, 2010

(Percent)
YVet Hur_nid !)ry Warm Cool Alpine
Dzongkhag Subtropical Subtropical Subtropical Temperate Temperate (>3600-7500)
(100-600) (600-1200) (1200-1800) (1800-2600) (2600-3600)
Bumthang 1.3 36.1 62.6
Chhukha 7.2 17.8 21.3 271 23.7 3.0
Dagana 15.8 19.0 191 25.7 16.6 4.0
Gasa 0.1 2.2 9.8 87.9
Haa 0.0 2.4 6.9 15.0 35.1 40.6
Lhuentse 1.0 6.9 20.6 30.6 40.9
Monggar 3.3 17.8 27.0 28.7 21.8 1.5
Paro 13.6 42.2 44.3
Pema Gatshel 20.9 1.7 28.1 9.3 0.0
Punakha 0.2 17.6 36.7 29.4 16.2
Samdrup Jongkhar 22.9 23.0 25.6 20.8 7.3 0.4
Samtse 20.9 27.7 22.2 211 7.4 0.8
Sarpang 25.9 251 24.7 21.2 2.8 0.3
Thimphu 6.2 30.2 63.5
Trashigang 0.1 4.4 14.8 29.2 32.7 18.8
Trashi Yangtse 0.2 3.2 8.9 19.0 32.4 36.4
Trongsa 2.5 6.8 241 34.4 32.2
Tsirang 0.0 2.7 10.2 28.2 41.4 17.5
Wangdue Phodrang 7.4 31.6 30.7 22.7 7.0 0.6
Zhemgang 11.9 29.6 26.8 19.5 9.9 2.3
Total 5.6 10.2 131 18.6 23.9 28.6

Source: Department of Forest and Park Services (DoFPS), MOENR
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Table 6.6: Protected Areas by Year of Establishment, Area and Dzongkhags Coverage

6 Environment

Protected Area Network

Establishment year Dzongkhag

Area (Sq. km)

Bumdeling Wildlife Sanctuary (BWS)

1998

Lhuentse
Monggar
Trashi Yangtse

1,534.24

Jigme Dorji National Park (JDNP)

1995

Gasa
Paro
Punakha
Thimphu

4,374.06

Jigme Khesar Strict Nature Reserve (JKSNR)

2010

Haa
Samtse

784.22

Jigme Singye Wangchuck National Park (JSWNP)

1995

Sarpang

Trongsa

Tsirang

Wangdue Phodrang
Zhemgang

1,730.06

Jomotsangkha Wildlife Sanctuary (JWS)

1993

Samdrup Jongkhar

362.49

Phrumsengla National Park (PNP)

2000

Bumthang
Lhuentse
Monggar
Zhemgang

906.65

Phipsoo Wildlife Sanctuary (PWS)

1993

Sarpang
Dagana

287.18

Royal Manas National Park (RMNP)

1996

Pema Gatshel
Sarpang
Zhemgang

1,057.02

Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary (SWS)

2003

Trashigang

742.46

Wangchuck Centennial National Park (WCNP)

2008

Bumthang
Lhuentse

Wangdue Phodrang
Gasa

Trongsa

4,914.65

Royal Botanical Park (RBP)

2004

Punakha
Thimphu

91.20

JDNP-JKSNR Biological Corridor (BC1)

2007

Haa
Paro

255.55

RBP-JSWNP Biological Corridor (BC 2)

2007

Wangdue Phodrang

291.76

JSWNP-PWS-RMNP Biological Corridor (BC 3)

2007

Sarpang
Tsirang

407.13

JSWNP-PNP-RMNP Biological Corridor (BC 4)

2007

Trongsa
Zhemgang

594.65

JWS-RMNP Biological Corridor (BC 5)

2007

Pema Gatshel
Samdrup Jongkhar

205.84

JWS-SWS Biological Corridor (BC 6)

2007

Samdrup Jongkhar
Trashigang

232.77

BWS-PNP-WCNP Biological Corridor (BC 7)

2007

Lhuentse
Monggar

419.66

JSWNP-WCNP Biological Corridor (BC 8)

2007

Trongsa
Wangdue Phodrang

558.60

BWS-SWS Biological Corridor (BC 9)

2023

Trashigang
Trashi Yantse

216.00

Total Area

19,966.19

Source: Department of Forest and Park Services (DoFPS), MOENR
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